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Evangelistic Effort for Fall .. 


O f @ The efforts of the Roman Church to make America Catholic 


are increasing. 





@ You have graciously stood behind us in the many programs 

1 9 5 5 of upholding Religious Freedom. Now we feel it necessary to 
launch out again with an evangelistic effort to awaken up. 

suspecting Christians. 





We are asking you to help us place bulk quantities of THE 
CONVERTED CATHOLIC MAGAZINE for three months 
in churches of your choice in order that the people may be. 
come familiar with this alarming problem. 





f, @ This is so vitally important to 
fi our religious freedom, civil 
f ie yy rights and privilege of wit. 

he p/ nessing, that we will send to 
j the churches of your choice for 


; ] 
hy fi three months the following: 





10 Magazines per month 


‘ i a, for 3 months $ 5.00 
o 


Pee =<, [] 20 Magazines per month 
ah y for 3 months 9.00 

f = [ en [_] 50 Magazines per month 
: \ “© for 3 months 20.00 


[_] 100 Magazines per month 
for 3 months 35.00 





together with a letter of ex- 
planation to the pastor. They 
will be given free to the inter- 
ested congregation. 





You will be a missionary to 
the people of these churches 
and will awaken some to the 
need of winning Roman Cath- 
olics to Christ. Act now. Send 
your check indicating the 
number of copies per month 
and giving the name of the 
Pastor and address of the 
church or churches they are to 
be sent to. Minimum quantity 
is ten to one location. 


Americanism 

Americanism is devotion to the 
ideals of freedom for all mankind, 
dedication to the principles of demo- 
cratic government and _ institutions, 
respect for human dignity. 

This is the heritage and the future 
of America we must preserve. This 
is the Americanism we must practice. 
This is the Americanism policy of 
Anmvets. 

As it has been most commonl 
used in recent years, [the aati 
Americanism reflects the negative 
attitude of many veterans’ political 
= so-called patriotic groups toward 

m or ideas such groups 
coal © inimical to the best interests 
of our country. 

Unfortunately, however, the moti- 

MAGAZINE OF OUR CHRISTIAN HERITAGE vation of honest. petrictim does not 
automatically insure that the best 
interests of the whole nation have 

VOL. 16 NOVEMBER, 1955 NO. 9 been well served, nor that these inter- 
ests have not actually been harmed. 

Good intentions do not guarantee 
good results. Americanism has come 

CONTENTS: to mean more often opposition to 
what we are against rather than the 
vastly more important — what are 
we for? 

We are quick to spot the vices of 
un-Americanism. Too seldom are we 

The Truth Shall Make You Free os ssllinent pentageniets. of Amneci- 

: canism. 
pene at the Paige These virtues are the source of our 
Candle of the Month strength as a nation. The spirit of 


freedom in a people; a powerful 
Eyes of the World government rooted in the consent of 


: : the governed, not the tyranny of the 
Mirage in the Cathedral few; steadily evolving social and eco- 

. ‘ nomic progress for all its citizens — 
Behind the Purple Curtain this is the Americanism in which we 
You Be the Judge believe. 


This is the way of life we must 
show with patience and pride, not 
arrogance, to our own people and to 
the rest of the world. 


Book Review 


Amvets 
(Eleventh Annual Convention) 


Editor: Walter M. Montano 
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WARNING 


I am a recent subscriber to your 
magazine and like it very much. Being 
married to a Catholic, I only wish I 
could have had it to read years ago. 

Mrs. E.M., North Dakota 


DEAR TO MY HEART 


Christ’s Mission is dear to my heart 
and should be to every freedom-loving, 
Christ-loving citizen in our land. My 
prayers are with you all. 

Mrs. N.S., Liberty, New York 


FAITHFUL SUBSCRIBER 


I have been a subscriber to your 
magazine for over 50 years and still 
have many copies when Father O’Con- 
nor was Editor. However, I much pre- 
fer your present magazine. I would 
not be without this magazine if it cost 
$5.00 per month! 

J.W.S., St. Louis, Missouri 


COMBATING ROME IN JAPAN 


At the present time I am re-reading 
Father Chiniquy’s Fifty Years in the 
Church of Rome. It is a fair and clear 
expose of the essence of Roman Ca- 
tholicism. There is a real need here in 
Japan for some of your pamphlets to 
be translated into the Japanese lan- 
guage. The Church of Rome is building 
parochial schools and is seizing bank- 
rupt schools here in Japan and through 
this means is doing her best to make 
this country Roman Catholic. 

I appreciate your magazine very 
much and am thankful for you con- 
verted priests who are warning us 
Protestants of the real aims of the 
Church of Rome. May the Lord bless 
your good work. 

Rev. T.W.G.,' Japan 


REJOICING IN THE TRUTH 


I have received several issues of your 
magazine, specifically from about Janu- 
ary to March . .. I have enjoyed your 
magazine very much, find it very en- 
lightening and informative. I also was 
a Roman Catholic; however, I have 
been a member of a Lutheran church 
for many years now. I have never re- 
gretted the deep conflict and fear and 
anxiety one endures to finally find the 
Truth. The resulting joy and peace 
and these fruitful years are evidence 
enough for me. 

I would appreciate it very much if 
you would continue to send me your 
magazine and am enclosing $2.00 for 
coverage. 

God’s blessings on your work, and I 
will be looking forward to the next 
issue. 

Mrs. E. S., Milwaukee, Wisconsin 


BY THEIR FRUITS... 


I have a very special interest in this 
work for my only child, a young man 
of 21, is completely in spiritual bondage 
of the Jesuits. He was worked on 
while away from home about eighteen 
months ago. He was a kind, loving 
son but now has an utter contempt for 
us—his heretical parents. He boasts 
that the Roman Church will soon be in 
control in Canada. This past year he 
studied for the Roman priesthood. Our 
eyes have certainly been opened to the 
duplicity of this wicked system. 

I cannot close without telling you 
that many blessings have followed this 
chastening. Both my husband and I 
have accepted Christ as personal Sav- 
iour. Also, three other young women 
have made decisions for Christ follow- 
ing Bible study in my home. 

Mrs. W.H.S. Ontario, Canada 


NEED MAGAZINE IN SPANISH 


We certainly appreciate your 
paper, and thoroughly believe { 























Latin American missionaries show 
ceive it. We appreciate the extra 








you have been sending to us. We} 
been sending them out to other mi 
aries who are reached by the 
mission plane that serves us. 


A couple of years ago I sent a@ 
to a young priest in our neighh 
































town. He read it, then sent it @ 








to another Evangelical station bee 











he was afraid to keep it in the cony 
but he made this statement, “I } 
everything in it, but what can 














about it?” We are convinced there 








many more like him. 4 


It surely would be a fine idea if 
magazine could be published in 



















ish. Many, many people down herg) 
becoming more and more dissatis 
with the Roman Catholic Church ¥ 
out fully understanding why. 
need something to convince them of 
Truth. While there is still lots 
fanaticism, we find the people mud 
more open and ready to hear the Gos 
pel. But we need facts in Spanish 
such as are published in your magazine 
to help convince these people, 


M.H.F., Quito, Ecuador 










HEARTENING 


It is heartening indeed to read your 
letter of June 3rd of the wider circula- 
tion of your magazine, the growth of 
Christ’s Mission and its help in time 
of need to ex-priests. This work must 
go on, and be assured you have my 
prayers and help, whenever I can pos 
sibly give it. 

M.C., Morristown, New Jersey 





NOW... 


YOU CAN HAVE THIS POWERFUL 
DRAMA AT YOUR OWN CHURCH 


MARTIN 
LUTHER 


FREE WILL OFFERING ONLY 


2—2000 ft. Reels — 1 hour, 45 min. — 16mm. — Sound 
* Write immediately for booking. 
* Be sure and give alternate dates. 
* We have four prints available. 
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UNDER MARY’S MANTLE 


F MOMENTOUS SIGNIFICANCE is the statement on 

the Marian Cult approved by the Presbyterian 
Church, U.S.A., during its 167th General Assembly 
meetings in Los Angeles last May. This is a matter 
of grave concern not only to Presbyterians but to 
all Christendom. 

Protestants have ventured to the very limits of 
toleration of alien beliefs in many cases, and some 
of the less scrupulous have even advocated a return 
to the fold of the “Mother Church.” But to any 
thinking Protestant who claims to adhere to the 
Bible as sole guide, this soon becomes an utter im- 
possibility. For the almost complete eclipse of 
Christ and exaltation of Mary in the Roman Cath- 
dlic Church has distorted the Biblical message to 
the point where Christianity, as presumably prac- 
ticed by Catholics, is grossly misrepresented before 
the world. 

In the light of this accelerating program toward 
the cult of Mary, Protestantism can no longer re- 
main silent about this falsification of the Gospel 
and the usurpation of Christ’s attributes by an un- 
scriptural Mary. Let those pseudo-Protestant ad- 
vocates of union with the Vatican prostrate them- 
selves before the Pope and before Mary if they will. 
But let no one forget that the Roman Church as a 
whole is no longer a part of the body of Christ. 
The gulf between true Christianity and Rome is so 
deep and the distance that separates them so great 
that one would have to go back well over sixteen 
centuries to find a meeting point, which is a mani- 
fest impossibility. 

The Roman Church has departed from Scrip- 
tural light to wander in a maze of traditions and 
Man-made doctrines until it has lost itself in a 
labyrinth of errors. Its resemblance to primitive 
Christianity is all but effaced. It has created for 
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EDITORIAL 


WALTER M. MONTANO 


itself a mythical Mary, and by beholding her it has 
become changed. The Roman Catholic Church has 
in essence become the Marian Church. 

We feel that the message of the Presbyterian 
General Assembly is ably presented and deserving 
of a wide hearing. Prepared by our distinguished 
friend the Rev. Dr. John A. Mackay, President of 
Princeton Theological Seminary, it represents an 
analysis backed by broad studies and a thorough 
acquaintance with Roman Catholic theory and 
practice. 

The aim of the statement is precisely as indi- 
cated by the author —to challenge Evangelical 
Christians “‘to engage in a fresh study of the Bible 
as the supreme source of Christian doctrine.” Noth- 
ing more, nothing less. To this end we are happy 
to publish it in its entirety in the columns of our 
magazine. 


CHRIST, THE ONLY WAY 


"[suTH IS AS REAL and concrete as an apple or a 

glass of water. It is not a vague abstraction, 
untouchable and unattainable, but rather, a reality 
within the realm of one’s experience. 

A hungry man sees a picture of a sumptuous 
banquet, but it does him no good; the food is un- 
real, it is but a representation. A thirsty man looks 
at a beautiful painting of a clear mountain stream, 
but he remains thirsty; the water is unreal, it is 
but an abstraction. Neither man is satisfied until 
he actually eats or drinks. 

So it is with truth. It must not seem but be. It 
must not represent or suggest but exist, inhere. 
It is not abstract but experiential. 

Religion, presumably a category of truth, should 
fall into this same pattern—but does it? To the 
sensory faculties many religions appear most de- 
sirable and in a sense the ultimate in reality. Some 
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religions, on the other hand, attain a sort of super- 
reality through a denial of the senses. Both types 
may have the effect of an opiate, one through sub- 
stitution, the other through denial. 

But true Christianity does not conform to either 
category. Christianity stands alone, apart from 
any other religion, as the genuine remains distinct 
from the counterfeit. Other religions may repre- 
sent ways or efforts to find truth, but they are not 
truth itself. Christianity, by way of contrast, is not 
only the way but also the realization, the attain- 
ment, the experience, the life of truth—truth in- 
carnate in the seeker. 

This is no mere theological lucubration. Unlike 
any other religion, Christianity is a Person, not an 
agglomeration of things or ideas. It is Jesus Christ, 
Son of man and Son of God—not Buddha, Indian 
philosopher, or Confucius, Chinese philosopher, or 
Mohammed the Prophet. The only way to a realiza- 
tion of truth is through the One in whom Chris- 
tianity was and is established, who said, “I am the 
way, the truth, and the life,” and who added, “No 
man cometh unto the Father, but by Me.” (John 
14:6) 

It was this same Person who said, “I am the 
true vine, and my Father is the husbandman .. . 
Abide in Me, and I in you .. . I am the vine, ye are 
the branches . . . without Me ye can do nothing.” 
(John 15:1, 4, 5) He also said, “But when the Com- 
forter is come, whom I will send unto you from the 
Father, even the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth 
from the Father, He shall testify of Me.” (John 
15 :26) 


JESUS ONLY 


Jesus Christ stands alone, with no equal, no 
peer. Before Him prophets bow in abject humility 
and angels veil their faces. One of the greatest 
lessons for all ages is given in the Gospel of Mat- 
thew for any who wish to exalt mere man to an 
equality with Christ. When the disciples beheld 
the prophets Moses and Elijah with Christ on the 
Mount of Transfiguration and desired to build 
tabernacles there for the three, a Voice from heav- 
en said, “This is my beloved Son, in whom I am 
well pleased; hear ye Him.” And it is recorded 
that when the disciples looked up again after this 
awesome experience, “they saw no man, save Jesus 
only.” (Matt. 17:1-8) 

Christianity is not a matter of modernism ver- 
sus fundamentalism, but rather of loyalty to Christ. 
We are thus brought to the conclusion that only 
those who adhere to the faith once delivered to the 
saints, only the church established in the power of 
Pentecost, only the body of followers of the One 
crucified at Calvary—these, and these alone, can 
present the Hope of the world and speak in His 
behalf. No other creed, no other religion, no other 
manifestation, venerable, ritualistic, ceremonial, or 
inspiring as it may be, has the prerogative of 
speaking for or being the only hope of the world. 
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RELIGIOUS MARDI GRAS 


It is in this connection that we would like to 
decry a recent event that represents a denial of g 
that Christianity holds sacred. Without aligni 
ourselves with any particular group, we commey 
those who have protested against the mixture @ 
darkness with light, truth with error, in the Fest. 
val of Faith held in San Francisco last June. — 

The Festival was represented by members of 
the World Council of Churches and the Nati 
Council of Churches of Christ in the U.S.A., 
met with non-Christians worshiping alien 
Secretary of State John Foster Dulles gave 
address in an apparent attempt to gain religi 
support and a semblance of international unity fq 
the ailing United Nations. 

The service, it should be pointed out, includ 
prayers and responses representing Moslems, n- 
dus, Buddhists, the Baha’i Faith, and the Eaten 
Orthodox Church, as well as Christians and Jews, 
God had many names: Ultimate Reality, our Lord 
The Buddha, O Brahman, O Allah... 

This, we repeat, is a travesty of all that Chris. 
tianity stands for. It also represents, unfortunate 
ly, the trend of religious thought toward ecumen- 
icity. 

But this pantomime, well-intentioned as it might 
be, was more a theatrical performance than an in- 
spirational gathering. What would God say were He 
to speak to us in connection with this religious 
Mardi Gras? Could He pour out His blessing on 
those who know Him not? 

We are reminded of the event in which God's 
prophet Elijah challenged and ridiculed the wor- 
shipers of Baal: “Cry aloud,” he said, “for he isa 
god; either he is talking, or he is pursuing, or he is 
in a journey, or peradventure he sleepeth, and must 
be awaked.”’ But Scripture records that “‘there was 
neither voice, nor any to answer, nor any that 
regarded.” (I Kings 18 :27, 29) 

We are for ecumenism if that represents the 
meaning of Christ’s prayer, “that they may he 
one.” But that oneness has its conditions and re 
strictions: “There is one body, and one Spirit, even 
as ye are called in one hope of your calling; one 
Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father 
of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you 
all.” (Eph. 4:4-6) “If there come any unto you, 
and bring not this doctrine, receive him not into 
your house, neither bid him God speed.” (II John 
10) 

Anything different from this becomes nothing 
but a travesty and approaches what William Tem- 
ple called “ecumania.” 
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TWO SIDES OF THE COIN 


In corroboration of our thinking on this subject, 
we came across a provocative article by Paul L. 
Maier in Seminarian (August, 1955), parts of 
which we think worthwhile enough to pass on 
our readers: 
“Scriptural guidelines to the problem of Chris- 
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tian unity are clear, consistent, adequate, and com- 
plicated only by human finitude and its propensity 
io adapt instead of apply, to unlock the treasury 
of the Word with the key of bias, rather than the 
faith which listens. The idea of unity in God is 
intrinsic to the Old Testament; that of unity in 
Christ to a recurring leitmotif in the New, cul- 
minating in our Lord’s High Priestly prayer and in 
St. Paul’s impassioned admonitions to the early 
Christian congregations. Its Scriptural character 
makes the cause of Christian unity a universal ideal 
jn the church, for which every denomination, every 
Christian must pray. The intrusion of error, how- 
ever, consigns this ideal to the theoretical; for the 
Bible explicitly warns against fellowship with those 
who subvert the truth. Thus a tension is generated 
between a tolerant charity which would preserve 
specious unity in fundamental diversity, and a 
rigorous dogmatism which would circumscribe uni- 
ty in the interests of separatistic infallibility. Some- 
where between these extremes, neither of which 
dares characterize a church of the New Testament, 
lies the Scriptural mean, but the problem of deter- 
mining this mean has furnished grist for the mills 
of ecumenical haggling since the days of George 
Calixtus and before. 

“Several distinctions are in order. Ecumenicity, 
or the Ecumenical Movement, emphasizes the his- 
toric catholicity of the Christian church and, in 
broadest definition seeks a closer unity of the 
world’s Christian communions on some basis, theo- 
logical or practical. . . The movement has both 
positive and negative aspects. One massive, degen- 
erate, extreme of ecumenicity is unionism—local, 
national, world-wide. But simply because unionism 
is a species of ecumenicity, the two are not simply 
identified. The other extreme in the Ecumenical 
Movement sees in doctrinal discussion and unity 
the means and the goal of true, universal ecumen- 
icity manifested on the parish lével in salutary 
association, cooperation, discussion, and fellowship, 
where and when possible; on the national level by 
theological discussion and doctrinal merger be- 
tween communions which establish fellowship after 
confessional agreement; and on the international 
level by the conservative bloc in the World Council 
of Churches. Today’s pastor cannot fail to see, even 
in his secular reading, that not all aspects of the 
ecumenical movement can be dismissed as ‘union- 
istic,’ or ‘syncretistic.’ 

COOPERATION IN THE EXTERNALS 


“Gross unionism easily identifies itself. Union- 
ists in the community will continue to express their 
hazy, hackneyed platitudes and to vocalize their 
theological vacuity in lyrics such as ‘The more we 
get together, the happier we'll be.’ Pulpits and 
altars will continue to be exchanged. Rabbis will 
harangue Protestant audiences on the supreme ex- 
ample of brotherhood in Jesus of Nazareth; Prot- 
estant parsons will assure Jewish audiences that 
all men are seeking the same God. Church groups 
will continue to unite on the basis of ‘economy,’ 
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‘tolerance,’ ‘service to the community,’ the ‘com- 
mon front,’ and, in fact, on everything but doctrine. 

“What is involved in a positive and salutary ap- 
proach to non-unionistic local ecumenicity? With 
any church group, of course, ‘cooperation in exter- 
nals’ is possible, so long as the familiar triad of 
pulpit, altar, and prayer fellowship is avoided, and 
such cooperation does not involve a denial of truth 
or an approval of error .. . The mere fact of co- 
operation with Christians, albeit heterodox Chris- 
tians, is hardly reprehensible and certainly not 
unionism. Stated positively, such cooperation is 
the normal relation of one Christian to another, 
and need not be carried on in any gingerly fashion. 

If doctrinal unity, the only God-pleasing union, 
is to be achieved, . . . the only means to this end 
is the open discussion of differences, even if they 
are extreme. The tale of planned conferences which 


_ hever convened, of discussions which were broken 


off by the withdrawal of a delegation, and of meet- 
ings which failed their purpose is a dismal com- 
mentary of the skandala of misunderstanding, prej- 
udice, and pettiness which clutter the path to unity 
in Christ. Are dangers actually involved in our 
associations and discussions with heterodox com- 
munions? Then ‘let courage rise with danger’ and 
let us realize our calling as the leaven, the light, 
and the seasoning, in American Protestantism, and 
not as the least common denominator of a sheltered 
heritage...” 


STAND FAST IN THE FAITH 


Unity creates strength only if the elements that 
compose it are homogeneous. Certainly unity in the 
Spirit was one of the strongest desires of our Lord 
in His prayer just before His last trials. But not 
unity at the expense and sacrifice of principle, con- 
viction, and integrity, nor unity that discards the 
fresh leaven and substitutes unwholesome fermen- 
tation. 

Perhaps what Christ said about salt could be 
applied here: if it lose its savor, it is no longer 
useful; “it is thenceforth good for nothing, but to 
be cast out, and to be trodden under foot of men.” 
(Matt. 5:13) Protestantism has had a definite de- 
lineation, a characteristic message, a personality of 
its own, a distinctive banner, and an unequivocal 
seal. Have some modern leaders thought that the 
time has come when these distinctions should be 
obliterated in favor of new emblems and new 
colors? 

We will give our right arm to defend scriptural 
“ecumenicity.” But by the same token we will not 
yield one inch of our inheritance, nor will we sell 
our precious birthright for a mere pottage of len- 
tils. For we have the conviction that “we hence- 
forth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and 
carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the 
sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby 
they lie in wait to deceive.” (Eph. 4:14) Rather, 
we have the admonition, “Watch ye, stand fast in 
the faith, quit you like men, be strong.” (II Cor. 
16:13) May this be our watchword! 








PARDONS 
FOR SALE 


by R. Gordon Short 


Out of the devil-worshiping paganism of ancient Egypt arose a 
flame that was to be rekindled to horrible proportions in the early 
centuries of the Christian era at the instigation of the Church of Rome. 
Under the euphemism of “purgatory,” or place of cleansing, these 
flames have struck such terror to the hearts of the faithful that every 
ruse for releasing their souls from the dreaded future of agony and 
torment, however temporal, has been piously seized upon in an effort 
to find a short-cut to heaven. One of the most successful of these devices 
has been the doctrine of indulgences. 


To the faithful an indulgence is a pardon — in general, a can- 
cellation of a minute part of the debt one has to pay for sin in purgatory. 
To the church, indulgences are a form of counterfeit money — backed 
by nothing but deceit and fraud, but capable of procuring great wealth 
if cleverly used. 


Utterly unscriptural, the dogma has persisted, in spite of the 
gross abuses that led the monk of Wittenberg to voice his protest over 
four hundred years ago... 


In November, while priests and acolytes recite the prayers for 
the dead in this month of All Souls, it would be well for Roman Catho- 
lics to ask, not “What must I do to escape the fires of purgatory?” but 
“What must I do to be saved?” For in the light of eternity there is 
nothing so unreliable as Rome’s counterfeit wares nor so certain as God’s 
free gift of salvation. 





THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC MAGAZINE 





OHN TETZEL, the sixteenth cey 
tury Dominican monk, had just 
been holding a sale of indulgences 
in Zwickau and was about to take 
his departure. But before leaviy 
he was requested by the chaplaing 
and their acolytes to give a fare 
well supper. This posed a serious 
problem for the monk, since the 
money received for the indulgen. 
ces had already been sealed in his 
strongbox and he did not want t 
pay for this treat out of his own 
pocket. What was he todo? — 

In a flash there came to himg 
happy inspiration as to how t& 
raise the price of the desired 
feast. He caused the great bell t 
be tolled, and soon the towns 
people came rushing to the 
church, wondering what extraor. 
dinary crisis had summoned them 
thither. 

“I had resolved,” said Tetzel, 
addressing them solemnly, “to de 
part this morning; but last night 
I was awakened by groans. I lis- 
tened attentively .. . they came 
from the cemetery . . . Alas! it 
was some poor soul calling upon 
me and earnestly entreating me 
to deliver it from the torments by 
which it is consumed! I shall stay, 
therefore, one day longer, in or- 
der to move the compassion of all 
Christian hearts in favour of this 
unhappy soul. I myself will be the 
first to give, and he that does not 
follow my example will merit con- 
demnation.” So saying, he 
dropped a coin in the box.' 

Each listener imagined it might 
have been the soul of his own de 
parted: who could tell? The offer- 
ings poured in, and Tetzel was 
enabled to put on a generous feast 
for the delectation of the chap- 
lains of Zwickau. 

But not everyone was so easily 
deceived by Tetzel’s glib tongue. 
Against her husband’s will, the 
wife of a certain shoemaker had 
procured a letter of indulgence 
and had paid a gold florin for it. 
Soon after this she died. 

Her husband was summoned to 
court a little later because the 
priest complained that he had not 
had a mass said for her soul. With 
his wife’s letter of indulgence in 
his pocket, the shoemaker ap 
peared at court to answer the 
charges against him. 
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“Is your wife dead?” asked the 
magistrate. 

“Yes,” replied the husband. 

“What have you done for her?” 

“IT have buried her body, and 
eommended her soul to God.” 

“But have you had a mass said 
for the repose of her soul?” 

“T have not; it was of no use; 
she entered heaven at the moment 
of her death.” 

“How do you know that?” 

Thereupon he drew from his 
pocket the indulgence letter for 
the magistrate’s perusal. 

As the judge read the promise 
that at the moment of her death 
the woman’s soul would go 
straight to heaven instead of to 
purgatory, the shoemaker turned 
to him and said, “If the reverend 
gentleman maintains that a mass 
is still necessary, my wife has 
been deceived by our most holy 
father the pope; if she has not 
been, it is the priest who deceives 


No one could answer this, and 
the widower was acquitted.’ 


| OME and I will give you let- 

ters, all properly sealed, by 
which even the sins that you in- 
tend to commit may be pardoned,” 
preached Tetzel as he went from 
city to city. 

“There is no sin so great,” he 
added, “that an indulgence can- 
not remit; and even if any one 
(which is doubtless impossible) 
had offered violence to the blessed 
Virgin Mary, mother of God, let 
him pay—only let him pay well, 
and all will be forgiven him.’ 

Tetzel apparently had never 
heard of the words of the Apostle 
Peter to Simon Magus: “Thy 
money perish with thee, because 
thou has thought that the gift of 
God may be purchased with 
money.””* 

A Saxon nobleman was dis- 
gusted with the brazen effrontery 
of Tetzel. He asked the inquisitor 
if he really had the power of par- 
doning sins men intended to com- 
mit. 

“Most assuredly,” replied Tet- 
zel. “I have received full powers 
from his holiness for that pur- 
pose,” 

“Well, then,” answered the 
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knight, “I am desirous of taking a 
slight revenge on one of my ene- 
mies, without endangering his 
life. I will give you ten crowns if 
you will give me a letter of indul- 
gence that shall fully justify me.” 

Tetzel demurred at first, but 
agreed to give the letter when he 
was finally offered thirty crowns. 

Shortly after, the Dominican 
left the city. At the same time the 
knight and his attendants lay in 
wait for him in the woods be- 
tween Jiiterbock and _ Treblin. 
When Tetzel passed by they at- 
tacked him and, after giving him 
a mild beating, seized his well- 
filled indulgence chest and de- 
parted with it. 

Incensed over this treatment, 
Tetzel took the matter to court, 
but the nobleman produced the 
letter the inquisitor had signed, 
exempting him from every penal- 
ty, and he gained his acquittal. It 
was Duke George himself, later a 
determined enemy of Luther’s, 
who ordered that the accusation 
be dropped.°® 


UST what were indulgences and 

why were they being offered 
for sale at this particular time? 

In the early centuries of the 
Catholic Church, men had earned 
forgiveness by performing pen- 
ances such as flagellations, pil- 
grimages, fasting on bread and 
water for years, and other morti- 
fications of the flesh. But now the 
church conceived the happy idea 
of substituting money payments 
for these penances. The system of 
indulgences thus came into exis- 
tence. 

The theory on which it was 
based was this: The church had 
an inexhaustible treasury made 
up of the superabundant merits 


of Christ, the Virgin and the. 


saints, all of whom stored up 
more good works than they them- 
selves had need of for their salva- 
tion. As the members of the 
church are all part of the one 
mystical body of Christ, all could 
therefore share in these works by 
applying to the pope, the keeper 
of the keys. | 

How this contradicts the plain 
teachings of the Word! Paul says 
in Titus 3: 4-7: “But after that 


the kindness and love of God our 
Saviour toward man appeared, 
not by works of righteousness 
which we have done, but accord- 
ing to His mercy He saved us, by 
the washing of regeneration, and 
renewing of the Holy Ghost; 
which He shed on us abundantly 
through Jesus Christ our Saviour; 
that being justified by His grace, 
we should be made heirs accord- 
ing to the hope of eternal life.” 

The indulgences, however, sat- 
isfied the church, for this trade in 
sin enriched her coffers. It pleased 
the people,for they were now re- 
lieved of the necessity of per- 
forming painful penances and 
could henceforth pay a price for 
the privilege of living in their 
sins while at the same time en- 
joying the relief of knowing that 
they were absolved from the pun- 
ishment which would otherwise be 
due them in this life and in pur- 
gatory. 

Now this punishment would be 
alleviated either in whole or in 
part, and the sojourn in purga- 
tory would be shortened through 
the buying of indulgences. Not 
only for one’s self could one pur- 
chase this immunity, but also for 
one’s departed relatives or 
friends. 


‘Tas the church shamefully ig- 

nored the beautiful invitation 
of the gospel prophet as he called 
sinners to repentance: “Ho, every 


. one that thirsteth, come ye to the 


waters, and he that hath no 
money; come ye, buy, and eat; 
yea, come, buy wine and milk 
without money and without price 
. . . Let the wicked forsake his 
way and the unrighteous man his 
thoughts: and let him return unto 
the Lord, and He will have mercy 
upon him; and to our God, for He 
will abundantly pardon.’ 

As Tetzel pompously set up his 
red cross in the various towns 
which he visited, he carefully 
avoided mentioning Paul’s declar- 
ation that the “gift of God is eter- 
nal life through Jesus Christ our 
Lord,’” and also avoided stressing 
the teaching of the church itself 
that the purchase of these indul- 
gences should be accompanied by 
contrition and confession. He was 
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A Letter for You to 
Answer. . . 


Dear Friend: 


Deeply moved in my soul and com- 
pletely despairing of life, I have gotten 
out of bed to write to you. I am a 
young girl who for eight years has 
been going from one sanitarium to an- 
other because of the dread disease of 
tuberculosis, but to no avail. I burn 
daily with a high fever simply because 
I lack money for the necessary drugs. 
' I have no one in this world to help 
me. My father is a drunkard, my 
mother died from tuberculosis and even 
my sister is tubercular. She has been 
put out of one sanitarium because they 
cannot keep her after three years. We 
are trying to get her admitted here, at 
the sanitarium of Lamia, but she does 
not even have the fare to come, let 
alone money to pay for medicine. 

My three little brothers at home go 
about in the streets begging for bread. 
Some people help them; some chase 
them. Poor little fellows, they often 
come home crying and go to bed 
hungry. They are ragged and barefoot 
because no one cares for them. My 
father is a slave of drink and does 
nothing for his motherless children. 

In spite of the seeming hopelessness 
of our situation, I am looking to Jesus 
for help. I know that it is in His name 
that those of you who read this letter 
will want to respond. I think I have 
said enough.. There are no more words 
to describe our plight. May God have 
mercy on us. With love, 


EVA BAGGOU 


We have “no more words” to de- 
scribe this situation, either, but we 
know that you share our heartache and 
deep pity for this suffering girl and her 
family. The medicine for her and her 
sister will cost $50 to provide, and $10 
will purchase locally 80 Ibs. of nourish- 
ing food. We invite you, our reader, to 
respond to this pathetic appeal and to 
hundreds of others like it. You may 
help through the American Mission to 
Greeks, Inc., Dept. C, P.O. Box 423, 
New York 36, N. Y., Rev. Spiros 
Zodhiates, General Secretary. (In 
Canada: 90 Duplex Ave., Toronto 7, 
Ont.) 

This Mission is also reaching the 
souls of the thousands of tubercular 
people in Greece by providing Bibles 
and New Testaments for them in the 
Greek language. While we are con- 
cerned about the tragedy of the suffer- 
ing body, we must not forget the plight 
of the sinful heart. 









not very much concerned about 
what was in the hearts of his 
hearers, so long as their hands 
were filled with cash. 
“As soon as money in the 
casket rings 
The soul its flight from Pur- 
gatory wings,’’® 
was the burden of his preaching. 
The purpose for which this 
cash was being raised is interest- 
ing. Those who contributed it 
supposed it was to be used to pro- 
tect the poor bodies of St. Peter 
and St. Paul from the rain. At 
least, that is what Tetzel told the 
people: “Do you know why our 
most Holy Lord distributes so 
rich a grace? It is to restore the 
ruined Church of St. Peter and 
St. Paul... This Church contains 
the bodies of the holy apostles 
Peter and Paul, and those of a 
multitude of martyrs. These saint- 
ly bodies, through the present 
state of the building, are now, 
alas! ... beaten upon, inundated, 
polluted, dishonoured, reduced to 
rottenness, by the rain and the 
hail . . . Alas! shall these sacred 
ashes remain longer in the mire 
and in degradation ?’”® 


HAT the contributors did not 

know was that one half the 
money with which they purchased 
indulgences was going to the Fug- 
gers, international bankers who 
profited greatly from the farming 
of indulgences. It happened that 
Albert, Archbishop of Magde- 
burg, coveting the archbishopric 
of Maintz as well, had to obtain a 
papal dispensation for the fulfil- 
ment of his ambition, for one man 
was not supposed to hold two or 
three archbishoprics. The pope de- 
murred, but after a good deal of 
bargaining agreed to grant the 
dispensation in return for a pay- 
ment of 10,000 ducats, plus the 
usual fees for the pallium. The 
Fuggers paid this sum for Albert, 
to whom they had loaned an ad- 
ditional 21,000 ducats to take care 
of the fees. 

With this tremendous debt to 
repay, Albert entered into a se- 
cret agreement with the curia 
whereby a Jubilee indulgence for 
the building of St. Peter’s would 
enable him to raise the necessary 
amount so that he could give one 


half of the funds to the Fuggerg 
and the other half to the pope 

Of course, in the indulgence bulj 
nothing was said about this pri. 
vate arrangement between the 
archbishop, who was soon after 
made a cardinal, and the pope 
The bull specified only that the 
funds were to go for the building 
of St. Peter’s.*° 

As a matter of fact, Leo X of. 
ten used indulgence money for hig 
own purposes, especially in con 
nection with his cards, which he 
played daily." 

Of all the indulgence preachers 
who sold the pardons, none were 
more flagrantly blatant about the 
commercial angle than John Tet- 
zel, prior of the Dominican mon- 
astery at Leipzig, who met with 
considerable success in farming 
out “the sins of the Germans,” as 
they said at Rome.** Tetzel never 
underrated the value of his sery- 
ices. He not only demanded a 
good salary for himself, together 
with the payment of all expenses, 
but saw to it that his servant re 
ceived more money than the high- 
est official of the wealthy town of 
Leipzig!** He saw to it, too, that 
the Fuggers paid him large sums 
for his attention to the details of 
the holy trade. 

The Jubilee indulgence was 
supposed to continue for eight 
years, but it had barely been 
launched when a thoughtful and 
perplexed young monk in his little 
cell in the Black Cloister upset 
the boat and brewed a tempest 
such as neither Albert nor Tetzel 
nor he himself anticipated. 






WE CATCH a glimpse of Martin 
Luther seated in his confes- 
sional box listening to a recital 
of the sins of one parishioner 
after another. Dishonesty, dis- 
loyalty, fornication and a long 
list of gross sins lie on the con- 
sciences of the citizens of Wit- 
tenberg who come to the monk 
for absolution. As he reproves 
and instructs the people, Luther 
exhorts them to abandon their 
sins and refuses to absolve them 
unless they agree to do so. 

But to his astonishment he finds 
that the people will not agree to 
do so. Why should they? They 
have purchased salvation with 
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their indulgence letters. They now 
have a written guarantee, signed 
and sealed and paid for, assuring 
them of entrance into heaven. It 
gives them a delicious sense of 
security. 

Horrified at this attitude of the 
people, Luther was still more hor- 
rified when he studied the “In- 
struction” of the archbishop to the 
commissaries. In this letter, Al- 
bert promised many graces to the 
purchasers of the indulgences, 
among them the plenary remis- 
sion of the sins of the living and 
release from punishment in pur- 
gatory, the right to choose a con- 
fessor who would absolve from 
the gravest sins, and remission of 
all the sins of the souls in purga- 
tory (in which case contrition and 
confession were not necessary on 
the part of the contributor). The 
indulgence vendor was to have a 
seale of fees for these benefits 
proportioned to the social status 
of the buyer. Twenty-five gold 
florins would be required from a 
prince or bishop, down to half a 
florin for those at the bottom of 
the scale. The whole point was 
that contrition plus money would 
bring the desired grace.** 

Entirely unaware of how acute- 
ly Albert was involved in these 
indulgences from a personal fi- 
nancial standpoint, Luther naive- 
ly wrote to him to do away with 
his instructions and command the 
preachers to adopt another style 
of calling the people to repen- 
tance. It took courage for a monk 
to write thus to the archbishop 
who, unbeknown to him, was also 
making money licensing the cler- 
gy to keep concubines.** 


rl° THE Right Reverend Father 


in Christ, Lord Albrecht, 
Archbishop of Magdeburg and 
Mayence, Markgrave of Branden- 
burg, his esteemed lord and shep- 
herd in Christ. The grace of God 
be with him. 

“May your Electoral Highness 
graciously permit me, the least 
and most unworthy of men, to ad- 
dress you. The Lord Jesus is my 
witness that I have long hesitated, 
on account of my unworthiness, 
to carry out what I now boldly do, 
moved thereto by a sense of the 
duty I owe you, right reverend 
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father. May your Grace look gra- 
ciously on me, dust and ashes, and 
respond to my longing for your 
ecclesiastical approval. 

“With your Electoral High- 
ness’s consent, the Papal Indul- 
gence for the rebuilding of St. 
Peter’s in Rome is being carried 
through the land. I do not com- 
plain so much of the loud cry of 
the preacher of Indulgences, 
which I have not heard, but regret 
the false meaning which the sim- 
ple folk attach to it, the poor souls 
believing that when they have 
purchased such letters they have 
secured their salvation, also, that 
the moment the money tingles in 
the box souls are delivered from 
purgatory, and that all sins will 
be forgiven through a letter of 
Indulgence, even that of reviling 
the blessed Mother of God, were 
any one blasphemous enough to 
do so. And, lastly, that through 
these Indulgences the man is 
freed from all penalties! Ah, dear 
God! Thus are those souls which 
have been committed to your care, 
dear father, being led in the paths 
of death, and for them you will 
be required to render an ac- 
count... 

“For deeds of piety and love 
are infinitely better than Indul- 
gences, and yet the bishops do not 
preach these so earnestly, al- 
though it is their principal duty 
to proclaim the love of Christ to 
their people. Christ has no- 
where commanded Indulgences to 
be preached, but the Gospel. So 
to what danger does a bishop ex- 
pose himself, who instead of hav- 
ing the Gospel proclaimed among 
the people, dooms it to silence, 
while the cry of Indulgences re- 
sounds through the land? Will 
Christ not say to them, ‘Ye 
strained at a gnat, and swallowed 
acamel’?... 


“In addition, reverend father, 


it has gone abroad under your 
name, but doubtless without your 
knowledge, that this Indulgence is 
the priceless gift of God, whereby 
the man may be reconciled to God, 
and escape the fires of purgatory, 
and that those who purchase the 
Indulgences have no need of re- 
pentance. 

“What else can I do, right rev- 
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Dr. WALTER A. MAIER 





Guide Us, 
Good Shepherd! 


by Dr. Walter A. Maier 





For many years after its inception, the well-known inter- 
national Lutheran Hour’s regular radio speaker was the late 
Dr. Walter A. Maier, professor of Old Testament Interpreta- 
tion and History at Concordia Theological Seminary, St. Louis, 
Missouri. 

As a tribute to his faithfulness in the service of our Lord, 
and because his message continues to be a blessing to many, 
especially in the hour in which we live, we are privileged to 
publish one of his radio sermons, a copy of which was given to 
the Editor in one of the memorable visits to his home. 

Dr. Maier’s every message had as its central purpose to 
exalt in the hearts and lives of listeners the divine and human 
Christ, the crucified and resurrected Christ, the sacrificial and 
atoning Christ, and with Him the universal, free, full grace 
which through faith grants us the confidence of heaven. 
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“I am the Good Shepherd, and know My sheep, and am known 
of Mine. As the Father knoweth Me, even so know I the Father; ang 
I lay down My life for the sheep. And other sheep I have, which are 
not of this fold; them also I must bring.” 


(John 10:14-16) 





URING an air-raid alert in 

England hundreds of people 
in Ipswich reported a startling 
vision in the heavens, a large 
white cross with the form of 
Christ, His head bowed in sor- 
row. For fifteen minutes this ap- 
parition attracted widespread at- 
tention along the East Anglican 
coast; then it vanished suddenly 
and entirely. 

Was this sky picture real or 
accidental; a divine miracle or 
merely a strange cloud forma- 
tion? Who knows? We ought to 
be sure, however, that the Al 
mighty can give us such heavenly 
revelation; for Jesus Himself de- 
clared, pointing to His return for 
judgment on the world, “Then 
shall appear the sign of the Son 
of Man in heaven.” Other proph- 
ecies of His second coming are 
being fulfilled before our eyes: 
The last days, we are told, shall 
be marked by “wars and rumors 
of wars.” False prophets. shall 
arise, Scripture foresees, and 
there is apparently no end to the 
multiplying of sects and schisms. 
Before our Saviour’s_ return, 
Saint Paul says, people will be 
“without natural affection’; and 
accounts of multiple marriages, 
shattered homes, deserted chil- 
dren, sex crimes, fill our news- 
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rs as never before. It is fore- 
cast that immediately before the 
world’s end children will be “dis- 
obedient to parents”; and the 
startling juvenile crime figures, 
highest in our history, bear out 
this tragic truth. 

It is likewise written that “in 
the last days” men shall be blas- 

mers; and never in the previ- 
ous annals of America have athe- 
ists’ assaults on the Almighty, the 
Bible, and the Church been as 
; r as now, when we ought to 

on our knees in penitence and 
prayer. Almost every day crass 
unbelievers write me in protest 
against Christ’s truth in bitter 
lines like these from a Florida 
listener : “Why not free ourselves 
from the tyranny of a book, the 
Bible, from the slavery of dead 
ignorance? Away with the faded 
rags of superstition !”’ 

Of course, many alleged visions 
are false and misleading. Thus we 
are now told that in 1917 Mary, 
the mother of our Lord, revealed 
herself to three Russian children, 
told them that the second world 
war would come, and then de- 
clared, “I alone can bring peace to 
the world.” Be sure of this, how- 
ever; Mary would not say that! 
She knows that only Jesus can 
promise and produce peace. She, 
too, looks to her Saviour and de- 
clares with Scripture, “He is our 
Peace.’” 

If we, likewise, have that assur- 
ance, if with all our hearts we be- 
lieve that Christ, the Son of God, 
is our own personal Redeemer, we 
need no signs in the sky; for His 
cross with its message of love 
has been placed into our soul. 
Through Him—O marvelous mer- 
cy'—we have grace and guidance 
in sin and sorrow, through war 
and peace, for ourselves and our 
community. Without Him the 
best, richest, wisest, strongest, of 
us are as sheep gone astray, hope- 
lessly, helplessly lost. Therefore 
may we turn to Jesus, our Lord 
and Redeemer, for divine direc- 
tion and pray earnestly, “Guide 
us, Good Shepherd!” 


WE NEED 
THY BLESSED GUIDING 


When Jesus twice in this tenth 
chapter of St. John says, “J am 
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the Good Shepherd,” He plainly 
indicates that there are bad shep- 
herds — “hirelings,”’ He calls 
them — who mislead, forsake, de- 
stroy, the flock. Despite His 
warning, it is the curse of our age 
that mankind is constantly mis- 
guided by sham shepherds, that 
the rejection of the redeeming 
Christ and the preference given 
to lying leaders has twice in our 
generation cast the world into the 
shambles of bloody conflict. For 
whence comes this global strug- 
gle? Trace every war in history 
to its first cause, and you will 
find power, politics, the desire for 
more territory, the craving for 
world dominion, the craze for 
wealth, the agitation of moneyed 
interests, the incitement of arma- 
ment manufacturers, the lust for 
conquest, the passion for revenge 
have co-operated with provd but 
false leaders to sacrifice myriads 
of human lives in the agony of 
battlefield death. 

Have you ever stopped to re- 
alize how completely greedy, 
grasping leadership has con- 
trolled the policies of the greatest 
nations? We justly condemn the 
mania for dominion in our ene- 
mies, but our own commonwealth 
was partially built on conquest! 
We took this broad, blessed land 
from the Indian in exchange for 
cheap whisky, gaudy beads, and 
firearms. With a few notable ex- 
ceptions we repeatedly cheated, 
spoiled, and demoralized the red 
man. 

Then, not satisfied, we hired 
hunters to steal tens of thousands 
of black men and women from the 
coasts of Africa, to throw them 
into filthy ships as so many swine, 
sell them in the markets of the 
South, and make them slaves to 
the lash and the lust of their own- 
ers. We sent armies to tear five 
eighths of Mexico, the territory 
embraced in Texas, Arizona, New 
Mexico, California, Nevada, and 
part of Colorado, from the hands 
of those who in turn had torn it 
from the Apaches, Comanches, 
and other Indians. Now, in a 
similar power program, the Unit- 
ed States and its allies are urged 
to rule the earth, and in plain 
language that means to maintain 
militarism and the “might makes 


right” policy indefinitely through- 
out the world. 

Again, important parts of the 
British Empire were secured by 
cold conquests; and the U.S.S.R., 
to whom diplomats now hastily 
pay their tribute, has been built 
up by horrifying bloodshed. The 
Saturday Evening Post declared: 
“In 1932 Stalin deliberately per- 
mitted seven million Russian and 
Ukrainian peasants to starve to 
death in order to break down 
peasant opposition to his plans 
for herding peasants into collec- 
tive farms under state control.” 

America must be warned 
against the destructive forces 
which would lead us away from 
Christ into hatred, dreams of in- 
ternational dominion, plans for 
the total destruction of all our 
enemies, and the reign of brutal 
force, which can easily pave the 
way for a third and far worse 
world struggle. 


ITHIN our national borders 

we see depressing evidence 
of false, pernicious leadership. 
Too many who are helping ‘to 
shape our national policies are 
without Christ. Too many capi- 
talists and labor leaders are op- 
ponents of His Gospel. Too many 
teachers, from our universities 
down to our grammar schools, are 
agnostics. American homes, the 
support of our progress, suffer un- 
der the devastating theories of 
sinister radicals. We are told that 
it weakens a child’s independence 
to teach it prayers, that boys and 
girls should not be bothered about 
religion unti] they grow up and 
can decide for or against it as 
they will. Deceptive teachers pro- 
claim that marriage is only a tem- 
porary arrangement which should 
be changed whenever and as often 


_ as one pleases, that marital faith- 


fulness is old-fashioned, that ba- 
bies are unnecessary embarrass- 
ments and hindrances, that the 
Church’s preachments on purity 
are entirely out of date. 

In London a forty-three-year- 
old novelist declared that all bar- 
riers preventing single women 
from having children should be 
removed. She advises the unmar- 
ried to have many illegitimate 
babies. And the result of such 
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leadership‘of lust? Broken homes, 
barren homes, sin - burdened 
homes, God-forsaken homes, in 
greater numbers than ever before. 

Far worse and eternally de- 
structive is the godless guidance 
which destroys men’s souls. The 
Lord of love has given us a 
blessed, merciful, complete plan 
of salvation. Let me tell you this 
marvelous message of Christ’s 
compassion. His Word teaches 
that all men are lost because of 
their sins; that they need a Sav- 
iour; that Jesus is this Saviour; 
that we must come to Christ by 
faith in His cleansing blood and 
His life-giving death or be lost 
forever; that no number of good 
works, however earnestly and sin- 
cerely they may be done, can re- 
move a single transgression or 
save one soul; that through faith 
and by the power of the Holy 
Spirit believers are born again 
into a new, blessed existence; that 
God’s children after their tempor- 
al death will be resurrected with 
glorified bodies to live with Jesus 
forever; that the Son of God is 
thus the only Light for a sin- 
darkened world, the only Way to 
a reconciled Father in heaven. 
Now, despite this marvelous mer- 
cy, false teachers arise to lead 
men from their Redeemer. In the 
midst of vice and ruin they tell 
people that they are all good and 
therefore need no Saviour. 

A HUNDRED Scripture passages 

tell us that our salvation 
comes by grace, through faith; 
but false shepherds insist that no 
one can enter heaven without pay- 
ing and paying and paying. A 
spokesman for a large church 
body declares that the way to 
atonement is. by prayer, fasting, 
and almsgiving, while the only 
forgiveness God will ever recog- 
nize comes through faith in 
Christ, when a sinner standing 
before judgment declares: “I have 
been washed in the blood of the 
Lamb. All my sins have been for- 
given for Jesus’ sake.” 

Because religion has sometimes 
become a racket for pulpit prof- 
iteers and mail-order ministers; 
because modernist preachers, in- 
stead of affirming the truth in 
Christ, put a question mark over 


the Cross; because it has becor j 


fashionable in sectors of high 






American society to be agnosti 
and infidel, multitudes are being 


coaxed away from Jesus. 
masses are like sheep, helpless 
unable to defend themselves, with 
out sense of direction, burdened 
with fright and fear, misled by 
hirelings. In this hour, when 
neither skill nor science can save 
us, when neither men nor money 
can solve our soul problems, let ug 
fall on our knees as we sense the 
untracked wilderness before us, 
survey the valley of the shadow 
through which many families wil} 
be forced to go, feel the sin with. 
in our own lives, and, realizing 
that there is a heaven and a hell, 
turn to Christ with the plea, 
“Guide us, O Good Shepherd!” 


ONLY THOU 
CANST GUIDE US ARIGHT 


How marvelously Jesus can 
lead us through all the uncertain- 
ty and gloom which may surround 
us! He does not say, “I am a 
Shepherd”; nor merely, “I am a 
good Shepherd”; but “J am THE 
(the one and only) Good Shep- 
herd.” There is no other true, 
comforting Guide whom men can 
follow safely, surely; for our 
Lord—and this gives Him His 
pre-eminent power, His limitless 
love, His wonder-filled wisdom,— 
is our God, almighty, all-compas- 
sionate, all-knowing. Nothing is 
impossible to Him, nothing con- 
cealed from Him, nothing un- 
known to Him. As our God, He 
must be good and go before us 
on the right path. He never 
makes a mistake. 

Has anyone ever been misled by 
Jesus? Have you ever heard of @ 
Christian soldier betraying his 
country? Has any man or woman 
ever been led into sin by reading 
the Bible or attending a true 
church? Can anyone of you eX- 
amine the pages of history or the 
experiences of your own life and 
justly blame the Saviour for any 
evil recorded there? He is always 
right, even when we cannot un- 
derstand His direction and His 
purposes seem contrary to our 
welfare. How foolish and fatal 
for a sheep, shortsighted, weak, 
destitute of all direction, to stray 
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from the shepherd! But how 
blessed to trust the merciful Re- 
deemer without question, to fol- 
jow where His Word leads, to go 
through the blistering deserts of 
defeat and disappointment, up 
over the dangerous heights of 
trial and temptation, even down 
through the overshadowed depths, 
always confident that God’s way 
in Christ is the right way, which 
fnally ends in heaven! 


HE GooD SHEPHERD,” as our 

gracious Lord, provides as 
He leads. Through scarcity and 
plenty, rationing and food de- 
struction, the believer joins the 
Apostle in exulting, “God ‘shall 
supply all’ my ‘needs according to 
His riches in glory by Christ 

A small detachment of soldiers 
on a South Sea island found 
themselves cut off from the main 
force for days, without a drop of 
drinking water. They were driven 
by thirst to lick the dew from the 
leaves. To add to their danger, 
the Japanese began a heavy bom- 
bardment. But they trusted in 
their heavenly Father’s guidance 
and prayed to Him for deliver- 
ance. Suddenly one of the shells 
fell close to them and, as it ex- 
ploded, dug out a deep crater. 
Then, in answer to their pleading, 
a spring of life-giving water 
bubbled out of the shell hole.— 
Whatever you need—not what- 
ever you wish, of course—for 
body and soul, mind and spirit, 
all is yours in Christ, according 
to His will. 

“The Good Shepherd” also pro- 
tects His own. By day and night 
He watches over them, in a hun- 
dred different ways they never 
know, shielding them from a 
thousand dangers they never see. 

A crowded express train, roar- 
ing over a stretch of straight 
track out of Chicago at more than 
eighty miles an hour suddenly 
stopped and, after a long delay, 
went on. A heavy part of the 
wheel carriage had broken loose 
and was hanging over the rails. 
Had a watchful towerman not 
spied this, it might have fallen on 
the tracks, probably causing a fa- 
tal wreck. Yet, as most passen- 
gers on that train even to this 
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day do not know how close they 
were to death, so we never realize 
with what sleepless vigilance the 
Saviour keeps guard over His 
redeemed. 


As THE GOOD and gracious Shep- 
herd, Jesus gives His own 
rest, help, strength. It is written 
of Him in the Old Testament 
prophecies: “He shall gather the 
lambs with His arms and carry 
them in His bosom.” This love 
for the little ones, emphasized 
when after His resurrection He 
told Peter first, “Feed My lambs!” 
shows us the power by which we 
can help our children escape the 
dangers surrounding them. 
When an eleven-year-old girl 
stood before the homicide court of 
New York City, charged with 
having stabbed a nine-year-old 
playmate to death, the magistrate 
declared, “Apparently children 
have little of value on playground 
slides and swings.” The world 
has learned by bitter experience 
that no matter how much money, 
time, and trained talent is de- 
voted to the problems of juvenile 
delinquency, faith in the Lord 


Jesus Christ is the one divinely. 


appointed, unfailing cure. Par- 
ents, bring your children to “the 
Good Shepherd’! Keep them un- 
der the sustaining influence of 
His Word! 

Some of you have been object- 
ing, “How can Jesus be the 
‘Good Shepherd’ when He permits 
so much suffering, when, as it 
often seems, those who are His 
must endure more pain and afflic- 
tion even than unbelievers?” 
Here faith alone can give assur- 
ance. Because the Saviour loves 
His own, His ways are always 
best, and often He spares them 
the weariness of a long, tedious 
life’s journey by taking them 


home to heaven with Him. And 


how glorious it is to be with 
Christ forever! If we could over- 
come the human, selfish longing 
of our hearts and realize that our 
loved ones are indescribably hap- 
pier and better with the Saviour, 
that the highest joy we know on 
earth is but a fleeting shadow in 
comparison with the radiant _re- 
ality of our celestial rejoicing, we 
(Continued on page 26) 
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CANDLE OF 
THE MONTH 


Festivals in honor of 
Mary number about 
sixteen in the Roman 
Church. One of these is 
the Feast of the Pres- 
entation of Mary in 
the Temple, celebrated 
on November 21. 


Mary and the 
Secret Writings 


by Francis J. Kieda 


What is the significance of Roman Catholic tradition and the 
apocryphal books? Are they of major or minor value in the 
schemata of Roman Catholic dogma? A brief study of the Virgin 
Mary will quickly reveal that they play a far more important 


role in Catholic history and thought than the inspired Word 
of God. 





‘T# Church of Rome places a 

great deal of emphasis on tra- 
dition, a fount of many doctrines 
and practices. In the earliest 
Christian Church this tradition 
was presumably oral and then in 
subsequent periods was reduced 
to writing. 

Tradition, according to Roman 
sources, consists in the main of 
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our Lord’s teachings not recorded 
in the Gospels and the teachings 
passed on by word of mouth by 
the disciples and apostles and la- 
ter transmitted in writing. We 
can trace the greater part of pres- 
ent-day tradition, or doctrines 
based on tradition, to various 
apocryphal writers. 

The term “apocryphal” was or- 
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iginally employed “in a laudatory 
sense to writings which were kept 
secret because they were the ve 
hicles of esoteric knowledge which 
was too profound or too sacred te 
be imparted to any save the initi. 
ated. Thus it occurs in a magical 
book of Moses, which has been 
edited from a Leiden papyrus of 
the third or fourth century by 
Dieterich. This book .. . is en 
titled: A holy and secret (‘Apoe- 
ryphos’) Book of Moses.”* 

Later, the term came to signify 
writings that were withdrawn 
from public circulation because of 
their dubious character, and, fi- 
nally, it was applied to works that 
were considered to be spurious, 
false, bad, or heretical. The last 
meaning was applied by Origen, 
who wrote: “The Apocryphal 
writings transmitted by the elders 
cannot be accepted nor any au- 
thority ascribed to them because 
there are many things corrupt 
and against true faith found in 
them.’ 

Some of the Apocrypha of the 
New Testament are as follows: 
the Protoevangelium Jacobi, or 
Infancy Gospel of James, the Gos- 
pel of Gamaliel, the Transitus 
Mariae (about the death of 
Mary), the Gospel According to 
the Hebrews, other Gospels ac- 
cording to the Egyptians, St. 
Thomas, Pseudo-Matthew, Bar- 
tholomew, the Twelve Apostles, 
Barnabas, and so on, and various 
apocryphal Acts: of St. Peter, of 
St. John, of St. Andrew, and of 
St. Thomas, among others. 

These numerous apocryphal 
gospels and acts were perused 
avidly by many early Christians, 
who were thus contaminated by 
Gnostic teachings, for nearly all 
the Apocrypha derive their origin 
from the Gnostics. Various de- 
tails concerning Mary’s life, es- 
pecially those regarding her in- 
fancy, are found in the apocry- 
phal writings, such as the Proto- 
evangel of James, the Gospel of 
Pseudo-Matthew, the Gospel of 
the Nativity of Mary, and the 
Transitus Mariae. 

The Infancy Gospel of James 
contains the account of the Pres- 
entation of Mary in the Temple, 
which means that when she was a 
child her parents, Joachim and 
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Anna, had taken her to the Tem- 
in Jerusalem where they con- 
gerated her youth to God at the 
age of three years and where she 
received her early education. The 
Presentation of Mary was eventu- 
ally introduced into the liturgical 
m of the Church of Rome as 
aspecial festival. 


PRESENTATION IN 
THE MOSAIC LAW 


The Mosaic Law prescribed the 
ntation of a child in the 
Temple. Hull, a Jesuit, says that 
the Old Law contemplated only 
the presentation of a male child 
and “there was no such thing as 
a legal presentation of daugh- 
ters.”* He adds further that there 
was no “optional function for 
such a presentation in the Leviti- 
cal law.’’* 

In the Book of Exodus (13:12, 
15) Moses states very plainly the 
word of the Lord: “Thou shalt set 
apart unto Jehovah all that open- 
eth the womb, and every firstling 
which thou hast that cometh of a 
beast: the males shall be Jeho- 
yvah’s . . . therefore I sacrifice to 
Jehovah all that openeth the 
womb, being males .. .” By way 
of explanation for the Presenta- 
tion of Mary, Zeiller, a Catholic 
writer, declares that “there was a 
ceremony for the purification of 
the mother, and another for the 
redeeming of a child vowed to the 
lord, and that may explain the 
Presentation of our Lady.”® 


ORIGIN OF THE FESTIVAL 


In the Orient the feast itself 
may be traced to Syria, the birth- 
place of the apocryphal writings. 
The feast is listed in certain litur- 
gical documents of the eleventh 
century such as the Calendarium 
Ostromiranum and the Menology 
of Basil II. (Menology refers to 
acalendar of feasts, liturical and 
otherwise, and contains brief 
sketches of the lives of the 
saints.) The Constitution of 
Manuel Comnenos of 1166 con- 
siders it a regular festival during 
which judges refrained from pre- 
siding over the law courts. 

The Latin Church witnessed its 
introduction in 1372 by Philippe 
de Nazieres, a French nobleman 
and Chancellor of the King of 
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Cyprus. When Philippe appeared 
at the court of Charles V and in- 
formed him that in the East, 
where he had long resided, the 
feast of the Presentation of Mary 
was celebrated in memory of her 
having been brought to the Tem- 
ple at the age of three, he added: 

“I began to reflect that this 
great festival was not known in 
the Western Church, and, when I 
was ambassador from the King of 
Cyprus to the Pope, I spoke to 
him of that festival, and presen- 
ted its office to him; he had it 
carefully examined by cardinals, 
bishops, and doctors of theology, 
and then permitted the feast to be 
celebrated.”® Subsequently, many 
dioceses began celebrating the 
feast. 


Mo? Greek martyrologies of 
old attach the following title 
to the feast: “The entry of the 
blessed Virgin into the Temple.” 
In 1568, Pope Pius V deleted 
the feast from the calendar by a 
decree “Quod a Nobis’’ (“Which 
from Us”: every papal decree, 
constitution, bull, encyclical, let- 
ter, and so on, obtains its title 
from the first two or three 
words). Pope Sixtus V, however, 
reinstated the feast on September 
1, 1585. 

Many religious orders keep the 
feast with smaller or greater so- 
lemnity. The Passionists and Sul- 
picians observe it with great so- 
lemnity, while the Servites, Re- 
demptorists, Carmelites, and some 
other orders celebrate the feast 
with a lesser degree of formality. 
Unmindful of Jesus as the perfect 
model of all virtue, many of the 
clergy and monks in times past 
have considered the mystery of 
the Presentation of the Virgin, as 
they called it, a most perfect mod- 
el of the renunciation of the world 
and of consecration to God, two 
elements which ostensibly consti- 
tute the essence of clerical con- 
secration.’ 


MARY THE SUBSTITUTE 


Whether the Presentation of 
Mary in the Temple be a fact or 
not, it still remains true that the 
various feasts dedicated to Mary 
and the different doctrines rela- 
tive to her, extolling her immense 


powers, are scripturally unwar- 
ranted. 

In accordance with Roman 
Catholic teaching, Mary merited 
for us congruously what Christ 
merited condignly. (Congruously 
—de congruo—means: grace that 
is due out of decency, propriety ; 
it is fitting that God grant the rec- 
ompense. Condignly — de con- 
digno—means: the grace, merit, 
or recompense that is due in strict 
justice, or at least fidelity, in vir- 
tue of God’s promises.) It is main- 
tained that Mary plays an impor- 
tant role in our salvation, not in- 
deed through condignly winning 
it for us, but in its application to 
us. 
But why would Mary apply the 
fruits of redemption to us? Has 
not Christ, on Calvary, merited 
fully for us, once and for all? Has 
He not accomplished the supreme 
sacrifice for our sins? All that re- 
mains for us is to accept into our 
hearts this wonderful gift of sal- 
vation extended freely to us. 

The Church of Rome declares 
that all grace is channeled to us 
through Mary. Pope Benedict 
XIV wrote: “She is like a heaven- 
ly river upon whose flood all 
graces and gifts are borne to us 
unhappy mortals.’ And Leo XIII, 
quoting St. Bernardine, “Jucunda 
semper” (“Always delightful’), 
says that “Every grace which is 
given to this world passes through 
a threefold process. It is dispensed 
in most perfect order, from God 
to Christ, from Christ to the 
Blessed Virgin, and from the 
Blessed Virgin to us.” 


HAT a round-about way to 
receive grace, the free gift 
of God! True Christians believe, 
as the Scriptures indicate, that 
the reception of saving grace is 
immediate and direct, coming in- 
to man’s soul immediately upon 
his acceptance of Christ as his 
personal Saviour. No human 
agency or intermediary is re- 
quired. Christ is the only Way, 
the only Means, the only Source, 
and the only Channel of salvation 
and grace. There is no other. 
Mary, in Roman Catholic cir- 
cles, is looked upon as the mother 
of all Christendom. How deroga- 
(Continued on page 31) 
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By Land, by Air, by Sea, 
Mary Watches Thee 


A new title has been attached 
to Mary by the Church of Rome. 
Among her countless titles there 
is one known as Our Lady of 
Wings. Recently, at the annual 
blessing of the entire fleet of Aer 
Lingus at Collinstown Airport, 
Dublin, pilots, hostesses, mechan- 
ics, and office workers on the 
government-owned [Irish Air 
Lines offered together a prayer 
to Mary of the airways. Each 
plane carries the name of some 
Irish saint, painted in bright 
green; St. Patrick is the protec- 
tor of the flagship, which is 
named after him. There is a say- 
ing, “When you travel Aer 
Lingus, you fly with the saints.” 

It is a curious thing that Cath- 
olics on the one hand deny that 
they honor Mary above Christ, 
yet on the other invariably be- 
stow their titles on Our Lady 
rather than Our Lord. 


Church vs. State in Ireland 


Thomas Patrick Begley, Sum- 
merhill Villas, Upper Strand, 
Youghal, and Eleanor Gabriel 
Grey, Killeagh Road, Youghal, 
were married at St. Patrick’s 
Church, Cork, on April 27, 1948. 
Not long ago, Mr. Begley pre- 
sented a petition to the President 
of the High Court for the nullity 
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of his’ marriage with Eleanor 
on the ground of her alleged 
impotency. 

The President declined to ac- 
cept the petition, saying that 
nullity had been granted by the 
ecclesiastical authorities, and 
that he regretted that ecclesiasti- 
cal law and the law that he had 
to administer were not identical. 
He declared that he had a prin- 
ciple to apply and that this must 
be the same in all cases. 


Italian Liberals Reject 


Primacy of Pope 
Prof. Giovanni Pioli, World- 
over Press correspondent in 


Milan, wrote a letter to Il Ponte, 
Italy’s most distinguished liberal 
periodical, last June, expressing 


for liberal-minded Italians “some . 


reservations with regard to the 
phrase where the [Roman Catho- 
lic] President, referring to some 
words uttered by a voice termed 
by him as ‘the most authoritative 
in the world,’ declared that ‘even 
those who are not endowed with 
the gift of a religious faith, may 
apply an objective deference to 
his high wisdom.’ ” 

In a letter that virtually re- 
jects the Pope as a world leader, 
the professor uttered a challenge 
to the President’s statement: 
“Did he mean that the non- 
Catholics have not the gift of a 







religious faith — or that a a 


ligion must be a ‘faith’ . . . th 
not deferring to ‘the high wig 
dom’ alluded to reveals a mor 
and civic inferiority?” a 

Declaring the statement “thor 
<7 inopportune and 
placed in a presidential message? 
Prof. Pioli continued: “Map 
Italians regard it as a ‘pre 
gift’ not having to feel uneasy jy 
a church that has recently adda 
a new dogma, the Assumption of 
Mary, which Leo XIII declingj 
to define; their being able 
declare openly that their m 
ligious views are thoroughly Op- 
posed to any pretence to attribute 
to the Supreme Judge ‘th 
determination of an everlasting 
punishment to be inflicted on the 
wicked at the end of their lives, 
as the right in force in the be 
yond ;’ and their free recognition 
of a ‘primacy of morals’ inde 
pendent from any religious cop. 
ception, dogmas, myths and 
rites.” 

In conclusion, the Professor 
said: “The experience the Ital 
ians have gone through during 
these eight years since the Re 
public was proclaimed, of how 
almost no account has been taken 
of the rights secured by the Con 
stitution to religious minorities 
and of the continuous violation 
of religious liberty in public 
schools, demands that the Italians 
should constantly be on their 
guard to protect — against any 
action or utterance on the part 
of their rulers — the equality of 
all religious professions and the 
freedom of conscience, as guar- 
anteed by that Constitution the 
newly elected President has 
solemnly undertaken to respect 
and have respected.” 









Protestants Outnumbered 
in New York 


According to a survey pre 
pared for the Health Insurance 
Plan of Greater New York, near- 
ly half the population of the city, 
or 47.6 percent, is of Roman 
Catholic background. Of the re 
mainder, 26.4 percent is Jewish, 
22.8 percent Protestant, 1.6 per- 
cent other religious groups, and 
1.6 percent non-reporting. 
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faith of Our Fathers — 
Living Still? 

The House of Deputies of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church re- 
ently voted down a motion to 
drop the word “Protestant” from 
the church title after a spirited 
ginety-minute debate. The pro- 
posal, rejected in a vote of 8934 
to 55, was most strongly urged 
by missionary delegates from Lat- 
in America and the Philippines, 
who claimed that the church is 
sing many would-be recruits 
who are afraid of the protestant 
name. Some suggested that the 
name is an obstacle to backsliding 
or dissident Roman Catholics 
who might otherwise join the 
church. 

Delegate Charles P. Taft of 
Southern Ohio successfully led 
the debate opposing the name- 
dropping proposal. “The word 
protestant is very important to 
us,” he said. “Our church is a 
reformation church in fact.” 


While the Cat.’s Away 
the Prots. Do Play 


According to a report from 
New Orleans, Sen. Harry Howard 
directed protests against the Or- 
lans Parish (county) School 
Board for canceling free bus serv- 
ie to four suburban Roman 
Catholic parochial schools with a 
total attendance of 382 pupils. 
The Board maintained that it was 
able to cut expenses by its action, 
because the number of parochial 
school pupils exceeded by far the 
public school attendants. 

In his protest the Senator ac- 
cused the Board of taking “un- 
fair advantage” of the absence 
from the city of Archbishop Jo- 
sph Rummel and Monsignor 
Henry Bezou, superintendent of 
schools. Evidently the Board rel- 
ished its temporary freedom! 


Religious Trends 
in the United States 


In an unprecedented movement 
toward religion in this century, 
today more than six out of every 
ten Americans belong to churches, 
according to the latest religious 
census. A total of 97,482,611 
Americans belong to churches of 
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all denominations, a 2.8% rise for 
the year as compared with a popu- 
lation rise of 1.7%. Of these, ap- 
proximately 57,000,000 are Prot- 
estant, 32,000,000 are Roman Ca- 
tholic, and 5,500,000 are Jewish. 

The 1956 yearbook of American 
churches, published by the Na- 
tional Council of the Churches of 
Christ in the U.S.A., thus indi- 
cates that church membership 
stands at 60.3% of the total popu- 
lation. This compares with 36% 
in 1900 and 20% a hundred years 
ago. 

In addition, “Sunday or Sab- 
bath schools are overflowing with 
a new total of 37,623,530 students 
and teachers—up 2,234,064 from 
last year’s previous high, a phe- 
nomenal 6.3% increase.” The rate 
of church giving has increased 
three times the rate of member- 
ship growth; in Protestant and 
Orthodox churches alone, con- 
tributions totaled $1,537,132,309, 
a per capita average of $45.36 a 
year. Other “highs” include more 
ministers and more church build- 
ings than ever before, with new 
construction breaking all previous 
records. 

“Apparently people are inter- 
ested in religion to an unpreceden- 
ted degree in modern times,” com- 
mented Dr. Benson Y. Landis, edi- 
tor of the yearbook. “The awe- 
some destructive power of atomic 
energy may have something to do 
with it. 

“But beyond ascribing member- 
ship increases to such known fac- 
tors as unusually high birth rates, 
accelerated Evangelism on the 
part of the churches and shifting 
population trends from city to 
suburbs, it is difficult to point to 
causes.” 


Blessed Are 
the Pigs and Pigeons 


At the four-day Fiesta de San 
Gabriel (California), Father Mi- 
chael Montoya passed out bless- 
ings to household pets ranging 
from cats and dogs to guinea pigs, 
pigeons, butterflies, and even 
moths. The occasion was the tra- 
ditional Blessing of the Animals, 
a ceremony dating from the time 
of St. Francis of Assisi in the 
thirteenth century and preserved 


by the Franciscan Order. Church 
bells pealed as the procession of 
children, fifteen years of age and 
younger, and their animal friends 
wound slowly in front of the Mis- 
sion Church. Prizes were award- 
ed to both children and pets in 
various classifications. 

It would indeed be gratifying if 
some of these blessings and kind- 
ly sentiments could filter through 
to some of the persecuted Protes- 
tants in Colombia, whose lives are 
apparently of less value than a 
dog’s in the eyes of the Roman 
Catholic hierarchy. 


Conflict in Kentucky 


More than a year ago 460 resi- 
dents of the Protestant communi- 
ty in Marion County, Kentucky, 
filed a suit in Franklin Circuit 
Court stating that they do not de- 
sire Roman Catholic sisters as 
teachers in the public school sys- 
tem and that the Marion County 
school board refrain from employ- 
ing them. 

Students, supported by their 
parents, engaged in a school-year- 
long strike rather than attend 
Lebanon High School ten miles 
away, after the board, by a vote 
of four to one, decided not to oper- 
ate the high school for the 1954- 
1955 term. 

Last summer a six-hour hear- 
ing on the suit, introduced by 
Bradfordsville, Kentucky, parents 
to force the re-opening of the lo- 
cal high school, was granted by 
Circuit Judge William B. Ardery, 
who allowed both sides to file still 
more arguments in supplemen- 
tary briefs. 

An outline of the community’s 
sworn testimony follows: “Be- 
cause the county superintendent 
and three out of the five board 
members are Catholics, they sys- 


. tematically destroyed the vitality 


of the high school at Bradfords- 
ville, which served the Protestant 
half of Marion County. The rest 
of the county has a large Catholic 
population. 

“Their long-range motive, it 
was charged, was to force those 
Protestant pupils into the public 
school system elsewhere in the 
county where, out of 85 teachers, 
44 are Catholic sisters.” 
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MIRAGE 
IN THE 
CATHEDRAL 


The Marian Cult 


In Relation te the Lerdship of Christ 
and the Unity of the Church 


HE festivals in honor of the 

Virgin Mary which marked the 
Marian Year of 1954 set in bold 
relief the status now accorded to 
the Mother of our Lord in the 
Roman Communion. In the cele- 
brations of that year the progres- 
sive trend to exalt the figure of 
the Virgin Mother to the office of 
associate partner in the work of 
redemption reached its culminat- 
ing point. Mary of Nazareth has 
become Co-Redemptrix with her 
Son. 

The year 1954 offered the ap- 
propriate occasion in which to 
draw attention to the new re- 
demptive role of the Virgin. Ex- 
actly a century before, her free- 
dom: from original sin was au- 
thoritatively defined in the dogma 
of the Immaculate Conception. In 
1950, nearly a century later, Pope 
Pius XII promulgated the dogma 
of the Assumption of the Virgin. 
According to this dogma, she who 
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never knew the corruption of sin 
had been equally spared the cor- 
rupting power of death, and was 
translated, body and soul, to the 
glory of heaven, without her mor- 
tal flesh suffering the process of 
dissolution. The Marian Year, 
founded upon these revolutionary 
dogmas of the Immaculate Con- 
ception and the Assumption of the 
Virgin, neither of which has the 
slightest foundation of fact in the 
Biblical narrative, prepared the 
way for the acclamation of the 
Virgin in our time with many 
varied titles. To the earlier titles 
“Queen of Heaven,” “Queen of the 
Universe,” “Queen of Peace,” 
have been added such popular 
designations as “Mary of Ameri- 
ca,” “Mother of the United 
States,” “Mother of the Atomic 
Age,” “Our Lady of Television.” 

The concrete symbol of this 
new and exalted status of Mary 
is the figure of the Virgin of Fa- 





tima. The cult of “Our Ladwi r 


Fatima” as now promoted reg 
upon the two theological dog 
above mentioned. These undg 











to the Virgin’s role in salvatig 
The Fatima cult provides a m 
ing, pictorial, and allegedly 
torical basis for the idea, so a 
siduously inculcated, that the Vj 
gin Mary is that member of 
celestial family who is most sym. 
pathetically and potently rela 

to the problems of our disorde 
world. Because of that, and j 
virtue of her God-given office g 
Mediatrix, she is the one m 
capable of achieving the solutig 
of man’s problems today. § 


gird the eminence now a ‘a 











T# Virgin of Fatima, it is of 
ficially alleged, appeared ona 
Portuguese plateau in 1917, the 
year of the Russian Revolution 
Her appearance took place ata 
spot called Fatima, so-named for 
the daughter of Mohammed. At 
Fatima, we are told, the Virgin 
made epoch-making declarations 
and brought with her “a peace 
plan from heaven.” The symbok 
ism is clear. The date of the ap- 
parition, the year 1917, links 
Mary to the problem of Islam. 
The Virgin of Guadalupe, who 
appeared in the Western world, 
symbolized concern for the indig- 
enous race which populated the 
Americas before their conquest. 
The Virgin of Fatima, who ap 
peared in a Europe riven by wat 
and rocked by revolution, is the 
symbol of Our Lady’s concern for 
the problem of civilization as a 
whole. She expressed, we are 
told, a very special interest in the 
conversion of Communist Russia. 
“If my requests are heard,” these 
are her words, “Russia will be 
converted, and there will be 
peace.” Russia has accordingly 
been consecrated to Mary. 
Referring to the several appari- 
tions of “Our Lady of Fatima,” 
an eminent Roman Catholic his- 
torian (William Thomas Walsh in 
Our Lady of Fatima), who hap- 
pens to be an American and a lay- 
man, has written these significant 
words, “The future of our civili- 
zation, our liberties, our very eX- 
istence, may depend upon the ac 
ceptance of her commands.” 
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wiwords like these from the pen of 
ma, distinguished author serve to 
= Aiocus how contemporaneous and 
 Ecucial is the issue before us. 

wit Nothing is more distasteful 
Bian to subject to unfavorable 
galysis developments which oc- 
gr in another Christian Com- 
gunion. Only when such develop- 
ments affect the very core of the 
(pristian religion, especially the 
ictrine, so foundational in New 
festament Christianity, of the 
perfect saviourhood and the com- 
pete lordship of Jesus Christ, 
an such a course be justified. It 
is because the Permanent Com- 
mission believe that an issue of 
this kind has been created by the 
ait whose chief contemporary 
ablem is “Our Lady of Fatima,” 
that it essays to make some per- 
tinent observations. This it de- 
sires to do in charity but with 
candor. 


A. Honors bestowed upon the 
Vegin Mary in the course of Chris- 
tan history have closely paralleled, 
and in some instances duplicated, 
honors paid to Jesus Christ. 


This process, which still con- 
times, has been equally true in 
liturgical practice and in theologi- 
al concept. Episodes in the life 
uf Christ, festivals held in honor 
of Christ, mysteries relating to 
the person and work of Christ, 
have all been duplicated by epi- 
ses, festivals and mysteries con- 
nected with the Virgin Mother. 
The Feast of Christ the King has 
ben paralleled by the Feast of 
the Queenship of Mary. The Sa- 
aed Heart of Jesus is now parel- 
led by the Most Pure Heart of 
Mary * 


Bae 


oo 


Doctrinally speaking, the theol- 
gy of the Virgin has passed 
through three distinct stages. In 
the first stage, the doctrine of 
Mary was an integral part of the 
theology of Christ. In the second 
slage, it was an appendix to the 
theology of Christ. In the third 
lage, the stage which has now 
ben reached, Marian Theology 
forms a completely independent 
thapter of Christian theology. 

This, too, should be added. 
Mariology, that is the theology of 
Mary, is of a very organic kind 
aid is still in the making. It is 
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Last May 25 the 167th General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church, U.S.A., lighted a fuse under an 
issue that has been gaining momentum in recent years — 
the shocking substitution of modern Mariolatry for 
primitive Christianity. Reverberations came from the 
Roman Catholic Church itself, which took occasion to deny 
that Mary is considered a “semi-divine”: being — which 
essentially boils down to a definition of terms. 

The statement, prepared by Dr. John A. Mackay 
(see editorial), should also prove a challenge to Protestants, 
since the Marian shadow is growing rapidly and critical 
issues are at stake. We encourage careful study of 


this sober declaration. 


not determined by any reference 
to the Bible or to Christ. The doc- 
trine of Mary is founded upon the 
sole authority of the Roman Cath- 
olic Church. When the question 
has been raised regarding the 
factual basis in Scripture or in 
history for the dogmas of the Im- 
maculate Conception and the Bod- 
ily Assumption of Mary the an- 
swer given is this: God could have 
done what these dogmas affirm; 
it was fitting that He should do it; 
therefore He did it. “Potuit,” 
“decuit,” “fecit” are the famous 
trinity of Latin terms made popu- 
lar by the mediaeval theologian 
Duns Scotus, and which consti- 
tute the authority for promulgat- 
ing doctrines in which the Roman 
Church is interested but for 
which Biblical authority is lack- 
ing. Both the status and the au- 
thority of the Virgin are there- 
fore inseparably linked to the au- 
thority of the Roman Catholic 
Church. The Church claims that 
the Roman Pontiff is the duly 
constituted vicegerent of Jesus 
Christ, the infallible interpreter 
of the words and acts of God, and 
the exclusive arbiter as to what 
God may have said and done. 
Thus, in a subtle but decisive way, 
the Church ceases to be God’s ser- 
vant and becomes His patron. 


B. A deep gulf exists between 
the Virgin of Nazareth and the 
Virgin of Fatima. 

The Palestinian maiden who 
was honored by God to become 
the Virgin Mother of Jesus 
Christ, His Son, and who, early in 


Christian history, was called 
“Mother of God,” in order to 
stress the true deity of the child 
she bore, is a clearly defined Bib- 
lical figure. The mysterious Ma- 
donna who, it is affirmed, recent- 
ly broke into history uttering mo- 
mentous things as the unique 
agent of God’s purpose and will 
for mankind, is a mythological 
figure. Between the two, despite 
the poetic grandeur of a symbol 
which is designed to represent 
Womanhood, and even Humanity 
beatified, there lies a fathomless 
abyss. 

In the liturgy and theology of 
the Roman Catholic Church today 
the Virgin is much more than the 
loving and concerned Mother who, 
because of her special relationship 
to Jesus Christ, relays prayers to 
the Father and to the Son. She 
has authority in her own right. 
Hers is a divinely constituted role 
of Mediatrix to communicate the 
concerns of earth to Deity in 
heaven. Her status secures that 
her divine Son shall accede to the 
behests of Our Lady. Her prayers 
are, therefore, all powerful. She 
mediates God’s Grace, and all the 
graces, to mankind, speaking and 
acting with sovereign power. 

It is not that Mary becomes 
God, or that she is even an object 
of worship. It is rather that she 
represents God in dealing with 
men. In all that pertains to Chris- 
tian salvation, to the achievement 
of human welfare and the estab- 
lishment of peace on earth, she is 
the co-partner of Christ, His as- 
sociate director, the virtual execu- 
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tive of the Holy Trinity. To all 
intents and purposes, the Holy 
Virgin, for whom all Christians 
give thanks and continue to call 
“blessed among women” has taken 
over functions which, in the New 
Testament and in classical Chris- 
tian theology, are associated with 
the Holy Spirit. Our Lady has 
become in the present age the vir- 
tual incarnation of the Holy 
Ghost. 


C. The developed Mariology 
of our time is the response to a 
craving which has been keenly felt 
in Roman Catholic circles. 

The Marian Cult of today, both 
in liturgical practice and theologi- 
cal ideas, fills the vacuum -created 
by developments which took place 
in the post-Reformation era. The 
Council of Trent, which was con- 
vened to combat the Protestant 
Reformation, sponsored a barren 
externalism and a rigid ecclesias- 
ticism. It discouraged the sub- 
jective or mystical element in re- 
ligion, and frowned upon all 
claims to direct relations with 
Christ apart from the Sacrament 
and hierarchical control. The Ris- 
en Christ was removed farther 
and farther away from direct con- 
tact with human life, as well as 
from all relationship to world his- 
tory and to the practical affairs 
of the Church which is His Body. 
Christ was regarded more and 
more as living aloof from the life 
of mankind. He was not, as in the 
New Testament and in Evangeii- 
cal Christianity, Humanity’s rep- 
resentative who perpetually inter- 
cedes before God for his brethren. 
He was envisaged as one who 
Himself required that intercession 
be made to Him by an official 
mediator. The current conception. 
became this: Jesus Christ, having 
completed His redemptive work 
upon the Cross, bowed Himself 
out of history, as the Grand In- 
quisitor in Dostoevski’s famous 
tale demanded that He should, 
and as an amazing painting in the 
famous Cathedral of Cordoba, 
Spain, suggests that He actually 
did. Everything was left in the 


hands of the Church under whose. 


rigid control and patronage alone 
Christ the Redeemer could now 
become related to mankind. 
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Is the course of time a potent; 
action took place. When Chrig 
began to be regarded as stand 
aloof from the realities of 
and unconcerned about them, ; 
intolerable situation was creatg 
Men and women in the Rom 
tradition cried out for a views 
Christ which would bring } 
closer to their human needs, Ty 
image of the Sacred Heart w 
therefore created in the Seve. 
teenth Century to suggest Christ; 
essential and abiding tenderney, 
When, however, the modern ey 
entered upon its “time of trou} 
les,” when one World War afte 
another brought desolation an 
woe, when universal anxiey 
gripped the human spirit, whe 
the Russian Revolution broke ou 
and Communism appeared as the 
greatest foe and rival of th 
Christian religion, when frp 
trated lives and broken homes be 
came the order of the day, the 
spiritual climate changed. In that 
great Christian Communion from 
which Christ as a sovereign u- 
mediated Presence had been bat- 
ished, which no longer looked for 
His reality apart from the Ee 
charist and the reserved sacra 
ment, lonely human spirits cried 
out for a more personal communi 
cation of Deity than was possible 
in the rigidly controlled sacrifice 
of the Mass and the aesthetically 
compelling image of the Sacred 
Heart. Adherents of the Latin 
form of the Christian religion 
were thus ready for another ap 
parition of the Virgin. This ap 
parition, it is solemnly affirmed, 
duly took place, and is now cele 
brated in the Fatima Cult with 
the approval of Pope Pius XII. 


D. The development of the 
Marian Cult has widened the 
breach between the Roman Catho- 
lic Church and all other Christian 
communions. 

In the figure of the Virgin the 
Church of Rome has created 4 
semi-divine female being, who be 
comes virtual head of the Chureh, 
the hope of all who are distressed 
and the Sovereign overlord of all 
that occurs in history. The de 
votion to Mary now equals, 
even exceeds, the devotion 

(Continued on page 25) 
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T= AIM of the. Spanish hier- 
archy is to destroy Protestant- 
im. There are about three thou- 
gnd Spanish and foreign Protes- 
tatts in Barcelona and thirty-six 
Protestant chapels. In May of 
194, the Catholic Bishop Greg- 
gio Modrego y Casaus issued a 
all for a “crusade” against the 
Protestants. As a consequence, a 
diocesan “Secretariat for the 
preservation of the faith” was 
founded in Barcelona, whose pur- 
pose is to suppress all Protestant 
activity. 

What happens when the Church 
of Rome is in the ascendancy, as 
in Spain, where it claims the al- 
legiance of the majority? Cardi- 
ml Alfredo Ottaviani furnishes 
the reply. In an address delivered 
om March 2, 1953, at the St. John 
lateran Pontifical Seminary in 
Rome, he declared: “Tolerance is 
nt a synonym for freedom of 
propaganda [by non-Catholics] 
which foments religious discord 
and alters the secure and unani- 
mous possession of [Catholic] 
truth and of religious practice in 
countries such as Italy, Spain and 
others.”’ 

Mr. Glenn L. Archer, Execu- 
tive Director of POAU (Protes- 
fants and Other Americans 
United for the Separation of 
Church and State), commenting 
m the New York Times’ report 
of July 23, 1953, relative to Card. 
Ottaviani’s statements, said: “Ac- 
cording to the cardinal, who is 
pro-secretary of the Congregation 
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Is it true that Spain doesn’t recognize any except Catholic marriages? 
Why is Spain regarded as a backward country today? Why are pover- 
ty and illiteracy so widespread? Learn 


THE TRUTH ABOUT SPAIN 


of the Holy Office, freedom of con- 
science is only to be supported by 
Roman Catholics when they find 
themselves in nations where they 
are a minority or need the sup- 
port of other groups in order to 
hold their own.” 


MARRIAGES IN SPAIN 


Until very recently Protestants 
were denied legal marriage in 
Spain. All those who were bap- 
tized in the Roman Catholic 
Church when they were infants 
and who later changed their faith 
were banned from being married 
by a civil authority or by a Prot- 
estant minister. On March 12, 
1940, the Franco Government en- 
acted the following law: “The 
Hon. Judges will not authorize 
other civil marriages but those 
which have to be done by people 
not belonging to the Catholic 
Church, their acatholicity having 
to be proved with proper docu- 
ment. If this document cannot be 
afforded, a sworn declaration 
must be presented, to whose ac- 


curacy the validity and civil ef- 
fects of such marriages are tied.”’ 

In Spain, Protestant ministers 
have been denied authority to wit- 
ness marriages officially, but in 
virtue of this law, those individu- 
als who presented a certification, 
signed by their pastor proving 
that they did not belong to the 
Roman Catholic Church, were 
married by the Civil Judge, fol- 
lowing a religious ceremony in 
the Evangelical Church. 

However, since the Pope sup- 
pressed the last words of Canon 
1099, which admitted the validity 
of a marriage performed by non- 
Catholic. ministers, the Spanish 
Catholic periodical Ecclesia 
warned the Spanish Protestants 
that marriages of those who have 
been baptized in the Catholic 
Church would be allowed no more, 
nor would a change of religion be 
admitted, since baptism—accord- 
ing to a sentence of the Justice 
Minister—impresses an indelible 
character upon a person until his 
death, even against the will of 
that person. 





The Evangelical Christians who 
were baptized in their infancy in 
the Roman Catholic Church al- 
ways remained Catholic before 
the Civil Law and had to be mar- 
ried in the Catholic Church and 
take an oath to train their chil- 
dren in the same Catholic faith. 
Otherwise they had to unite and 
live in concubinage, their children 
bearing the stigma of being un- 
lawfully begotten and losing all 
the social advantages granted by 
the State to all married families. 
Only the civil marriage of both 
parties who were never baptized 
in the Roman Church was al- 
lowed. A marriage of a man or 
woman born in a Pretestant fam- 
ily with a person baptized in the 
Komen Catholic Church could Be 
performed only in the latter 
church. 

This is the slavery imposed by 
the Church of Rome on the con- 
sciences of people in countries 
where it attains full civil power. 


ECENTLY a controversy arose 
over the agreement whereby 
marriages involving United States 
military personnel in Spain were 
subject to the Canon Law of the 
Church of Rome. The Spanish 
Bishops indicated that Roman 
Catholicism is the state religion 
in Spain and that the Code of 
Canon Law applies as far as mar- 
riage is concerned. It was Lieu- 
tenant Colonel M. Stadta, a Reno 
priest serving as Chief Chaplain 
of all U.S. forces in Spain, who 
worked out an “administrative 
agreement” with the Spanish 
Church and State authorities. 
The covenant forbade U.S. serv- 
icemen or women to enter into 
mixed marriages (between Ro- 
man Catholics and others) with 
Spanish nationals, unless the 
Spanish church approved. With 
the approval of Major General 
August W. Kissner, Chief of the 
U. S. military mission, it was 
agreed that United States men 
and women serving in Spain 
would also be forbidden to con- 
tract mixed marriages among 
themselves, unless the Roman 
Church agreed. 
Many leaders of the Protestant 
churches were up in arms at what 
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they considered a gross betrayal 
of the principle of religious free- 


dom. Washington was flooded ° 


with protests from all over the 
country, and the State Depart- 
ment set out to calm the troubled 
waters. 

Probably because of pressure 
from the United States, the Span- 
ish government last June 18 ac- 
cepted ‘a verdict issued by the 
Madrid Court of Appeals grant- 
ing Spaniards who are baptized 
Roman Catholics the right to con- 
tract civil marriage with non- 
Catholics without the permission 
of the head of the local diocese. 
However, there is a stipulation 
that the baptized Catholics must 
satisfactorily prove that they 
have abandoned the Roman 
Church or that they now belong 
to another faith.° 

The concession is not without 
its conditions. 


ECONOMIC SITUATION 
IN SPAIN 


Poverty in Spain is extreme. 
Vast areas of the country are 
barred to tourists. About fifty 
thousand people in the vicinity of 
Barcelona alone are dwelling in 
caves or shacks made of crude 
mud walls, most of them without 
windows and almost without fur- 
niture. Thousands more live in 
this manner around Madrid and 
other parts of Spain. 

Joachim Joesten, newspaper- 
man and author, who not long 
ago returned from a tour in 
Spain, describes the appalling 
conditions in these words: “Life 
in Spain today seems character- 
ized by stark contrasts between 
wasteful opulence for a privileged 
few and abject misery for the 
great bulk of the population. 
Half of the people swagger about 
in spick-and-span uniforms, while 
the other half go clad in rags.’”* 

What is the cause of the appall- 
ing poverty of the Spanish peo- 
ple? Rev. F. A. Schaeffer fur- 
nishes the right answer: “Spain 
is poor because one-third of the 
people must support two-thirds 
in the Church and State—and no 
economy could survive properly 
under that. There are soldiers, 
police, a deluge of officials and 
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ects which foreigners are show, #} _ 
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and a host of priests, monks, nu fi) 
and churches. New Roman Cath 
olic churches are going up every 
where. The State supports fh 
church lavishly... 

“New churches, old churches 
being enlarged, new gold heaped 
into the ‘treasuries’ of the varion, ] 
cathedrals, material glory piled gy §\ 
material grandeur is everywher§) 3 
evident in the Roman Catholic 
Church. In Toledo, seat of the 
Cardinal Primate of Spain, the 
gold in the cathedral treasury 
dazzles (you have to buy a ticket 
to look at it!)—including a te. 
foot high custodia of pure gold 
At Mont Serrat the Black Ma 
donna is covered by gold and gur. 
rounded by gold. 

“Wealth is everywhere appar. 
ent in the Roman Catholic Church 
in Spain—while the people are 
poverty ridden.’’® 








How LONG will this state of af. 
fairs continue? Cardinal 
Spellman believes he has the an- 
swer. On various occasions he hag 
stated that when Franco passes 
away, there will be an uprising 
throughout Spain, and many 
priests, monks, and nuns will be 
done away with, as was the case 
during the Civil War of 1935-36. 
If Cardinal Spellman is correct, 
and if an uprising should take 
place, we can only hope that the 
Gospel will have a long-awaited 
opportunity to shine brightly over 
this darkened land and that the 
people will no longer be saddled 
with the yoke of totalitarianism, 
of poverty, or of priests, but with 
the yoke of the One who said: 
“Come unto Me, all ye that le 
bor and are heavy laden, and! 
will give you rest. Take My yoke 
upon you, and learn of Me; for 
I am meek and lowly in heart: 
and ye shall find rest unto your 
souls. For My yoke is easy, and 
My burden is light.’ (Matt. 11: 
28-30) 


* New York Times, July 6, 1955. 
*Joachim Joesten, “Franco Spain ls 
Joyful—‘It Says Here’” (The Church 
man, April 1, 1952) 
* The Protestant, September, 1952, B 
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| SPAIN: Valley of Dry Bones 





“And He said unto me, Son of man, can these bones live? 
And I answered, O Lord God, thou knowest.” (Ezek. 37:3) 


AM CONVINCED that Roman Catholicism is the one 

big political curse in Europe and as great an evil 
as Communism. 

Those, I know, are strong words. They come 
after two months of observation and talking with 
the people. I doubt that any fair-minded person 
could escape a similar conclusion. 

Spain, for example, is ruled by Franco and his 
henchmen with a ruthlessness known only to Russia. 
It is a land of dire poverty and of a people twenty 
and more years behind in their civilization. 

Yet, it is the nation allied closest to the Vatican. 
The alliance is so strong that a formal concordat 
describes the Roman Catholic Church as “the only 
true religion of the Catholic nation.” 

That is bad enough in the thinking of any free- 
dom loving person. It is repugnant to our sense of 
democracy. It is the opposite of what the Vatican 
would have you believe it plans for these United 
States. 

But look at the facts which cannot be disputed in 
Spain. Remember, too, that the situation is much the 
same in Italy. 

A Baptist, just as any other evangelical, in Spain 
is tolerated for “the private practice of his cult.” 
Those, too, are the words from the concordat. 

That means no signs to identify the churches. It 
means no church buildings, as we know them, but 
only a place to worship on some side street or back 
alley. There must be no proselyting or, more simply, 
no effort toward evangelism. 

Catholic freedom? The two words don’t mix. It 
is Catholic domination. How else would you explain 
the government seals closing half a dozen or so 
Baptist churches in Spain? 

Forget that propaganda about 99 per cent of the 
Spaniards being Catholic. They are so baptized be- 
fore they are old enough to cry in protest. It would 
be interesting to know what percentage of them have 
so much as climbed the steps of a Cathedral in the 
last dozen years. 

Quit this talk about tolerance to the extent we 
must not criticize Roman Catholicism. We will criti- 
cize now, and awake our people, or fall victims to 
the same oppression that stifles Spain. 

Be silent when you stand before a Baptist church 
closed by government order because Roman Catholi- 
cism so decreed? 

Be silent when you worship and talk with people 
who assemble under the threat of arrest? 

Be silent when you see a former priest baptized 


and know that he, like others, will be hounded the 
rest of his life as a traitor? 

Be silent? Then, you are a coward to your own 
convictions. 

Spain is no exception. Franco is a great dictator 
in the present rating of the Vatican. So was Peron 
when he played the tune as ordered by the Roman 
Catholic Church in Argentina. Peron became the 
evil man he is only when he selected his own music. 

Who is Franco? The one-time pal of Hitler and 
Mussolini. His regime has had its troubles from the 
beginning. It might be tottering now but for the 
economic aid from Washington in the guise of some- 
thing they called a military pact. 

All history teaches the futility and the sin of 
dealing with evil people. That is what irks us as we 
see our government in cahoots with a dictator who 
tolerates Baptists and other evangelicals for the 
“private practice” of their religion. 

Maybe it is only an affair for the Spaniards. But, 
not so long as the Vatican talks about liberty in the 
United States and denies it wherever it gets control. 
Nor is it an affair only for the Spaniards when Wash- 
ington dollars are flowing into Spain. 

The answer? It is not difficult to give. 

Every freedom-loving person in these United 
States must come alive to the fact that Roman Ca- 
tholicism is as much a political doctrine as it is a re- 
ligion. 

The Vatican wants Church control of State. It 
has stopped nowhere short of that in any nation on 
this earth. 

Doubt it? Then, explain Spain, explain Italy, ex- 
plain Argentina and the other nations of Catholic 
domination. 

Now, back up and be sure you understand I said 
“Roman Catholicism is the one big political curse in 
Europe. . .” It is not for us to criticize Roman Ca- 
tholicism as a religion. 

But when the political powers of the Vatican are 
used to stamp out all other religions that is a differ- 
ent matter. You can’t blame Spain’s troubles on 
Franco alone. Two dictatorial governments got to- 
gether when they signed the concordat. 

The facts can’t be denied. The concordat is a 
matter of record. Baptist churches are closed. Bap- 
tist preachers and Baptist church members have been 
arrested. Freedom of religion, just as most other 
freedoms, [is] not tolerated in Catholic countries. 

(John J. Hurt, Jr., in the Christian Index. Quoted in 
Charity and Children, Sept. 22, 1955.) 










Mexico, 
Catholic Country 


And the worker’s lot in Mexico 
is a tough one, too. Taxi drivers 
in Mexico City consider them- 
selves fortunate when they make 
30 to 35 pesos a day (about $2.50 
in U.S. money). 

The waitresses in first-class ho- 
tels in Acapulco, Mexico’s famous 
Pacific Ocean resort, work for 10 
pesos a day (less than one U.S. 
dollar), not including tips. 

The silver and gold miners in a 
small mountain village in interior 
Mexico are working for six pesos 
a day (50 U.S. cents). 

Extreme poverty and great 
wealth live alongside each other 
in Mexico. Even within Mexico 
City, an expensive, ultra-modern, 
beautiful metropolitan center, 
there are large sections without 
water or electricity. 

Between Mexico City and the 
smaller cities, and between the 
smaller cities and the farms, there 
are wide social and economic 
gaps. The farmers are living in 
about the 15th century. There is 
no running water, no electricity. 
Production methods are primi- 
tive... 

Unfortunately, too, between the 
unions and the Church hostility 
has reigned a long time. 

Unions have grown up anti- 
religious in spirit, on the one 
hand, and the Church was slow to 
appreciate the economic and so- 
cial goals of the labor movement 
on the other. Mexico, despite 
some great and socially-minded 
bishops in its history, was not 
blessed with the counterpart of 
Cardinal Gibbons... 

At the same time social-action 
priests in Mexico, as in the United 
States, want to prepare working 
people to take an active and dem- 
ocratic part in the affairs of their 
unions. This kind of training, in 
parliamentary law, public speak- 
ing, democratic trade unionism 
and Christian social principles, 
has some dangers. It may, of 
course, incur the wrath of anti- 
religious and autocratic elements 
in the Mexican labor unions— 
who also have Government con- 
nections. 

Those who stand to lose most 
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by the present divorce between 
organized workers and_ the 
Church are the Mexican working 
people. They need a strong, dem- 
ocratic labor movement. They do 
not have one today. 

As an American in Mexico I 
was grateful to God for being 
born in a country where we enjoy 
such a large measure of freedom. 
And grateful too that social re- 
formers in the United States have 
not felt they had to be anti- 
religious. I pray this will always 
be so. 


The Catholic Mind, Sept. 1955 


Catholicism vs. (?) 
Communism 


“The great leftward swing of 
the intellectuals” began in 1929, 
according to [Whittaker] Cham- 
bers. It continued till very re- 
cently, if one can presume that an 
ebb tide has now set in. Some of 
it was sheer snobbery, some of it 
was affectation and pose. Many 
members and more fellow-travel- 
lers who later became lukewarm 
were what Chambers called “the 
spiritual vagrants of our time 
whose traditional faith has been 
leached out in the bland climate 
of rationalism.” They were “look- 
ing for an intellectual night’s 
lodging.” They “drop away, 
though Communism keeps its hold 
on them.” 

In Communism these empty 
heads and hearts, sick of their 
vacuum, thought they had en- 
countered the real. Wrote Ignazio 
Silone, “To a good Communist the 
party is more than a political or- 
ganization: it is his family, his 
church, his only social reality; 
or—what is the same thing—a 
substitute for all these.” 

Without knowing it, they made 
an act of faith in the incredible 
because they were spiritually 



















































hungry and poor and destity 
They deceived themselves first 
sub specie boni. Devoid of eva 
elementary political acume, 
shutting their eyes to history past 
and present, ignorant of human 
nature, robbed of their tradition 
in philosophy and theology, they 
were the dupes of the hard-shellal 
and realistic professionals wh 
recognized their instrumental val 
ue and made them tools... 
Here is, we hope, an extreme 
case. It involves not a Comm 
nist or a liberal but a Catholic 
priest, and we quote from ar 
cent indignant correspondent, 
leaving out only names ani 
places: “Four years ago I meta 
smug little graduate of the college 
nearby; his Current History 
teacher, Father X, had assured 
the class that Chiang Kai-shek 
was a louse, the commies were 
agrarian reformers who could not 
have succeeded in taking over the 
country without popular coopera- 
tion. Father X, I understand, has 
since changed his line. But 
whether in 1951 he was talking 
that way just to be ‘smart’ or out 
of conviction or from erroneous 
sources, he was a wrong-headed 
intellectual and his former stu 
dents have no respect for him te 
day. Worse, his theories at that 
time were implemented with tra- 
gic consequences to millions of 
souls. An unfortunate blunder, 
perhaps—but its cost cannot be 
estimated either in dollars or iD 
blood or in the liberty of the mil 
lions betrayed.” 
The Priest, August, 1955 
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an Cult 


(Continued from page 20) 


Himself. In other forms of 
icism, in High Anglicanism 
Eastern Orthodoxy, for ex- 
le, there is no disposition 
ver to regard the Virgin 
ier as the associate and co- 
mer of her Son in the work of 
fan salvation. Today the Ro- 
Communion stands alone, in 
a@ yet tragic isolation, from 
other Christian Churches. 
‘Roman Christians on their 
‘deny that the Church has 
authority to create a theology 
fich has no foundation in Holy 
sripture. 

As for Churches in the Protes- 
ant tradition, they affirm, now 
a ever, the exclusive and sove- 
ign Kingship of Jesus Christ in 
the Church and the sufficiency of 
fis mediatorial work for men. 
The same Christ who in Biblical 
language sits “at the right hand 
af God” is the Sovereign Lord of 
history. He is also everlastingly 
accessible to the cry of human 


need. He still reveals Himself to 
men in a saving encounter. He 
indwells each Christian soul that 
is open to His abiding Presence. 
He is the road Companion of 
every Christian who takes seri- 
ously His promise, “Lo, I am with 
you always, even unto the end of 
the world.” 


E. The Marian Cult constitutes 
a challenge to all Evangelical 
Christians. 

The glory of Christ’s Headship 
in His Church, His undying con- 
cern for the members of His Body 
and for all human beings, is both 
tarnished and challenged by the 
new status accorded to the Virgin. 
The meaning of Christ’s King- 
ship for life and history becomes 
emptied of all true significance. 
What is more serious still, the 
Holy Spirit recedes into the back- 
ground and the Virgin becomes 
virtually the Paraclete, the Holy 
Ghost Incarnate. 

In view of this development 
which, let it be said with sorrow, 


is a major departure from the 
historic Christian faith, a chal- 
lenge comes to all Evangelical 
Christians. They are challenged 
to engage in a fresh study of the 
Bible as the supreme source of 
Christian doctrine. They are 
called upon to cultivate the de- 
votional use of the Bible as the 
chief permanent medium of inter- 
course between God and man. By 
so doing they will attain a deep- 
ened understanding of the full- 
ness of Christ. The grandeur of 
Christ’s Gospel and its implica- 
tions for the Church and the 
world will be rediscovered. It is 
equally important that Christians 
in this revolutionary, transition 
time recover the doctrine and ex- 
perience of the Holy Spirit. Let 
those who bear the name of Christ 
have an intelligent grasp of their 
faith and a profound experience 
of its reality. Only so can they 
obtain, in richer measure and pur- 
er kind, the religious insights and 
satisfaction which many seek, and 
some profess to have found, in 
the Marian Cult. 
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“Feature” Christmas Assortment — 21 deluxe cards with Scripture text 


$1.00 


Gold, Frankincense and Myrrh Assortment — 14 large folders, scented, with Scrip- 


ture text $1.25 


Parchment Carols Assortment — 16 parchment cards featuring best-loved carols 
and original art, gold foil to sign your name $1.25 


Complete line of Christmas, get well, every day and special occasion cards 


BOOKS FOR CHILDREN 
Egermeir’s Bible Story Book 
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5. 
3.95 
168 Bible stories, over 200 colored illus- 
trations 
Other favorites and new books for children 
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© Messenger Calendar — beautiful full-color pictures 

for each month, verse for each day each 40¢ 

Wide assortment of attractive gift items for 
every occasion 


DEVOTIONAL BOOKS 
*® Daily Light — Scripture for morning and evening 
from $2.00 
*® Bible Readings for the Family Hour by ee 
*® Days of Heaven on Earth by A. B. Simpson $2.50 
Complete selection of devotional helps 
Our Bookstore carries thousands of other items, 
including gifts for Sunday school prizes, maps, 
song books, flannelgraph materials, church 
supplies. 
Shop at the Christian Publications Bookstore 
— easy one-stop shopping for all your gifts 
friendly, courteous service 
wide selections 
convenient location 
Store Hours: 9-5 Daily 
9-6 Wednesdays 
9-4 Saturdays 
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Guide Us their five children across the on, serene and undisturbed, ] 

(Continued from page 18) stream of death into the happi- lions of our fellow men have qm 
ness of heaven, so that in God’s_ in war; yet pleasure-mad my 
good time the parents could fol- tudes live on in carnival ay 
low them into the celestial fold. rousal as though there we 

Our text suggests another les- mass destruction. 

son which may be learned from How terrifying if Jesus 
the Palestinian shepherds. Trav- similarly unconcerned about 
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would understand that the crown- 
ing proof of our Good Shepherd’s 
love is this, that He calls His be- 
loved to their prepared places in 
the many and eternal mansions. 
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elers tell us that even though the I heard from an Illinois wide m2 
WIGHT L. Moopy had a friend sheep have the same general ap- who for the last twelve yearg fy A 
who lost his five children by pearance, the shepherd is able to made her livelihood by canvassing @ 





Bdint 
wd b 


scarlet fever. The grief-stricken distinguish the one from the other from door to door. She has @ 
parents sought relief in traveling and often has a name for each daughter, for whom she saved@ 
to England, the Continent, and one in his flock. This is the pic- slaved; but some years ago ff 
finally to Palestine. One day there, ture the Saviour has in mind daughter left her church and hey 
as they stopped at the bank of a when He says: “I...know My. home. The other day the tm ame 
river, they saw a shepherd on.the sheep, and am known of Mine.” women passed each other on { gi 
opposite side, calling his sheep to What a blessed assurance to re- street, and that daughter, he ad. 
cross the stream. But the fright- alize that God recognizes you in- head high, pretended that she did ev 
ened creatures did not respond; dividually, personally, that in His not see her old mother, carrying repli 
instead they stood shivering on sight you are not a mere number! a salesman’s kit. How shockingif thest 
the brink of the water. Finally aa our Lord, who has every reasm§ & 
the shepherd took two little lambs L"™= is cheap and insignificant to reject us, would pass us am} #@ 
in his arms, stepped into the today. Hundreds drown when leave us in our sins and griefy! Lor 
stream, and crossed to the other a ship sinks on the high seas; yet Yet Christ, Good Shepherd that He, 
side. Immediately the older sheep _ the tides keep ebbing and flowing. He is, never ignores His shes, § 
plunged in after him, and within Thousands are blasted to piecesin He knew you before you weng @: 
a few moments the entire flock a single air raid; but the sun _ born; He knows you now; He wil whe 
was safe on the other bank, ready rises and sets as though nothing always know you unless you re not 
to find fresh, green pastures. had happened. Tens of thousands ject Him. 

That was a marvelous lesson of Jews were killed by Nazi Jesus, “the Good Shepherd? 
for the bereaved father and _ hatred and thrown into unmarked knows our fears and the forceot§ 
mother. They no longer rebelled mass graves; but flowers and evil surrounding us. He realizes He 
and complained. They knew that weeds grow out of the ground be- how frail, feeble, faltering, we wh 
it would be better for the two neath which they are buried. are. He sees us trying to reject the 
lambs and the flock on the other Hundreds of thousands die of the lure and lust of the flesh, Se 
side of the river. They realized hunger in China and India; but striving to lead clean, consecratel ith 
that the Good Shepherd had taken the Yangtze and the Ganges roll lives, endeavoring to fight the dey- fo 
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the climax of His all-seeing, 

& Ball-knowing love Jesus, the one 
Pa Good Shepherd of our souls, sur- 
= Bvys the repeated iniquities piled 
pas barriers to separate us from 

God. How ugly and terrifying a 

j ggle sin is! And how crushing 
ei total transgressions of all hu- 
+B manity ! 

8 A celebrated English clergy- 

Bgan went to the University of 
fdinburgh to meet the students 
md bring them courage in Christ. 
(ne day, after the college men 
poured out their confessions, he 
came home with a torn, bleeding 

it, like one suddenly grown 
wd. A friend asked him whether 
je were ill. “Yes,” the minister 
mplied, “I am sick for the sins of 
these poor fellows.” And then he 
aclaimed, “How does God stand 
tall?” That is the mystery of our 
lerd’s marvelous grace. How can 
He, sinless Son of the Almighty, 
gand all the wrong in my life, as 
in yours? How can He love us 
when we hated Him? Why has He 
not rejected us forever? 

Yet Jesus has not only endured 
wr sinful, lustful, ungrateful 
transgressions of the divine Law, 
He also assures us in words 
which we could not believe were 
they not recorded in His errorless 
Sripture and proved by His lim- 
itless love, “J lay down My life 
for the sheep.” Four times in this 
single chapter He repeats this 
most glorious truth that lips can 
utter or ears perceive: “ ‘J,’ the 
Son of God, ‘lay down My life for 
the sheep.’”’ This pledge was ful- 
fled in Christ’s self-sacrifice on 
Calvary’s cross, which our heav- 
aly Father accepted as full and 

payment for all the sins of 
ind. 


AN you begin to fathom the 

love and blessing this assur- 
alice conveys to every believer? 
Jesus knew you, with all the evil 
that was dragging you down to 
hell. He knows you in the help- 
less defeat which makes it utterly 
impossible for you to escape the 
divine sentence, “The soul that 
sinneth, it shall die.’”’ He realized 
that without His enduring the 
Penalty for your transgression, 
paying the price of your indebted- 
Ness, satisfying God’s outraged 
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‘cross—for you. 


justice, you would be eternally 
lost; and with a devotion for 
which holy angels will praise Him 
throughout eternity He let the 
nails of death affix Him to the 
He thought of 
you when the weight of your sins 
made Him scream, “My God, My 
God, why hast Thou forsaken 
Me?” He had your redemption in 
mind when He cried out, “Jt is 
finished!” 

We must remember that our 
Saviour not only says, “J. . .know 
My sheep’; He also adds, “J. . . 
am known of Mine.” What ques- 
tion, therefore, can be more di- 
rectly soul searching than these 
four plain, personal words, “Do 
you know Jesus?” I ask you 
pointedly, Do you accept Him as 
your only Redeemer? Do you trust 
Him with all your heart for earth 
and heaven? Are you sure of your 
faith? 


If you can truly say, as I pray 
every one of you will, “I know 
Jesus as my great God and my 
good Shepherd,” then, you can al- 
so add, “I know whom I have be- 
lieved and am persuaded that He 
is able to keep that which I have 
committed unto Him against that 
day.” “Neither death, nor life, 
nor angels, nor principalities, nor 
powers, nor things present, nor 
things to come, nor height, nor 
depth, nor any other creature, 
shall be able to separate us from 
the love of God which is in Christ 
Jesus our Lord.” 

In the name of the Good Shep- 
herd I ask you to cast away any 
doubt, besetting sin, private af- 
fair, or godless enterprise which 
may be keeping you from know- 
ing your Saviour. Accept Him, 
and you have life, light, peace, 
pardon, courage, conviction, help, 
strength, heaven and eternity. 
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Bergsonian Philosophy 
Thomism, by Jacques Maritain 
(Philosophical Library, 1955 ; 383 
pp., $6.00) 


It is a well-recognized fact that 
Catholicism is a twofold religion. 
First there is what could be de- 
fined as the religion of the un- 
instructed and the “poor in spir- 
it.” This is the Catholicism of the 
flickering candle and the burning 
incense—a heterogenous medley 
of sense-catering devotional prac- 
tices. Then there is a sort of eso- 
teric Catholicism, the type re- 
served to the priest and the cul- 
tured layman. This high-brow 
Catholicism is a form of philo- 
sophical intellectualism of funda- 
mental Aristotelian make-up, 
whose rationale was expounded 
by Scholasticism a thousand years 
ago. 

In the temper and tempo of this 
latter Catholicism Maritain’s 
book finds its locus. 


A convinced expositor of that 
philosophical current, which was 
baptized as Neo-Thomism or Neo- 
Scholasticism, Jacques Maritain 
considers the philosophical system 
of St. Thomas Aquinas a living, 
up-to-date philosophy. He endows 
it with great powers for the con- 
quest of new fields of discovery 
because of its organically con- 
ceived and firmly cemented prin- 
ciples. .. 

In this rather quixotic mood, 
the author—newly married and 
just moved in with his Russian- 
born wife—had hung on the wall 
of his Parisian apartment a 
brown-stained plaster gargoyle 
with a sign: “A' l’Absolu—Entre- 
prise de Demolitions’—To the 
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Absolute — Wreckers at Work. 
The insistence on a complete or- 
thodoxy of Thomist thought— 
which is, at once, the quintessence 
and the raison d’etre of Maritain’s 
life and work—materialized into 
the motto which he eventually 
etched on the front page of his 
books: “‘Woe is me should I not 
thomistize.” 


In his book Bergsonian Philos- 
ophy and Thomism, Jacques Mari- 
tain, the ascetic who, it is said, 
never smokes during Lent but al- 
ways has a match for his friends, 
breaks a lance with his one-time 
teacher and hero, Henry Bergson, 
the creator of the philosophy of 
vital intuition. Well in line with 
his former essay “Trois Reforma- 
teurs—Luther, Descartes, Rous- 
seau” (1929), Maritain is firm in 
his stand against all philosophies 
which have inspired the modern 
world. He seeks as ever an es- 
cape in the thought and spiritual 
climate of medieval times. 


Maritain, himself an intellec- 
tualist, insists on considering 
Bergson an _ anti-intellectualist. 
How true this may be is open to 
discussion. As Christians, how- 
ever, we have but little sympathy 
with that sort of Manichaean 
cleavage in Bergson’s view of man 
as a being caught between some- 
thing social and infra-rational, 
and something mystical and su- 
pra-rational. 


On the other hand, this lengthy 
comparative analysis of the two 
systems, Thomism and Bergsoni- 
anism, reveals the hiatus between 
true Christianity and traditional 
Roman Catholic philosophy—that 
philosophia perennis (“everlast- 


' istotelianism, is the belief in, 
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ing philosophy”) to which . 
author is bound. 

Implicit in all Scholastie ¢ 
forts to reconcile faith and 
son, Biblical Christianity and 
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human nature which, at the Faj 
of our first parents, did not lose 
anything intrinsic or consti 

but just what is technically calle 
donum superadditum, the “ 
gift” of God. The doctrine of a 
impaired human nature, me 
asserted and re-emphasized by al] 
the early Reformers, has little 
common with the self-sufficien 
of human reason as embodied jj 
Scholasticism. 

Not to be bound by Biblical 
Christianity is regarded by the 
Thomistic or Scholastic intellee. 
tualists as the mark of philosophi- 
cal genius. This fundamental pit 
fall of the Roman Catholic ration. 
ale is particularly exemplified in 
the ninth and eleventh chapters 
of the book under discussion, 
where the whole bent of the Schol- 
astic syllogistic procedure is 
proudly presented as “the tran- 
quil flowering of that fair knowl 
edge ex natura”—that “dowry 
from nature” (p. 181) which Paul 
so incisively and dramatically sets 
in opposition to the economy of 
Grace. 

In I Believe (Simon and Schus- 
ter, 1939) Jacques Maritain con- 
fesses: “I was brought up asa 
child in liberal Protestantism. La- 
ter I made the acquaintance of 
the different phases of lay 
thought. In the end, the scientist 
and phenomenist philosophies of 
my teachers at the Sorbonne made 
me despair of reason.” Converted 
to Catholicism, Maritain felt he 
could regain confidence in reason 

. . But what of Christ? 

Reading Jacques Maritain’ 
book, we were surprisingly re 
minded of Jerome’s dream. 
great father of the Church Uni- 
versal, Jerome in his younger 
years had the weakness of indulg- 
ing in and looking reverently 
the classic authors, especially Cit 
ero. One day he fell asleep @ 
his beloved Cicero, and in a dream 
he thought he saw the Lord. 

In this dream, Jesus asked him, 
“Who are you?” 
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“{am a Christian,” Jerome an- 
gered hurriedly. 

And the Lord said reproach- 
fly, “You are a Ciceronian, not 
, Christian.” 

That was the end of Cicero for 
jaome: he pledged never again 
open any classic. 

For Jacques Maritain the ques- 
jon is still open: Ciceronian or 
(hristian? Thomist . . . or Chris- 
tian? 


Pardons 


(Continued from page 9) 


gend father, than beg your Se- 
mie Highness carefully to look 
ito this matter, and do away 
with this little book of instruc- 
tions, and command those preach- 
as to adopt another style of 
preaching, else another may arise 
md refute them, by writing an- 
dher book in answer to the pre- 
yous one, to the confusion of 
yur Serene Highness, the very 
idea of which alarms me great- 
iy...”° 

The archbishop never replied 
to this letter, but he stated that 
lather ought to be muzzled." 


THE SAME DAY that this 
letter was written, October 
il, 1517, Luther, entirely un- 
aware that he was anything but 
aloyal, orthodox Roman Catholic, 
posted on the doors of the Castle 
Church of Wittenberg ninety-five 
theses which he wished to be sub- 
jets for debate. He himself was 
not sure that all these theses were 
wrrect, but he wanted to discuss 
them with learned men in order 
that the thinking of all might be 
darified. Still reverencing the 
pope, still believing in purgatory 
ad the treasury of merits of the 
saints, Luther had not the faint- 
st idea that these theses, which 
he intended merely as a protest 
against the abuses of indulgences, 
Were subversive of the entire 
Catholic theology, a theology 
based on righteousness by works. 


In later years Luther spoke of 
himself at this time—not without 
&aggeration—as a right frantic 
and raving papist. “When I took 
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up this matter against Indulgen- 
ces,” he wrote, “I was so full and 
drunken, yea, so besotted in papal 
doctrine that, out of my great 
zeal, I would have been ready to 
do murder—at least, I would have 
been glad to see and help that 
murder should be done — on all 
who would not be obedient and 
subject to the pope, even to his 
smallest word.”* 


The Protestant faith regarding 
the conditions for the soul’s salva- 
tion and the final destiny of the 
departed is clearly stated in the 
Word of God. While Roman Ca- 
tholicism presents mere specula- 
tive theories in this respect, the 
Bible establishes truth in a defi- 
nite way: “For God so loved the 
world, that He gave His only be- 
gotten Son, that whosoever be- 
lieveth in Him should not perish, 
but have everlasting life.’’® 


This simple yet profound dec- 
laration leaves no room for indul- 
gences and admits no possibility 
of an intermediate state such as 
purgatory. In brief, it announces 
that there is heaven and there is 
hell: hell for those who “neglect 
so great salvation” and heaven 
for those who have been cleansed 
in the blood of the Lamb. 


“For the wages of sin is death; 
but the gift of God is eternal life 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.”’”° 
“There is therefore now no con- 
demnation to them which are in 
Christ Jesus, who walk not after 
the flesh but after the Spirit.” 


*J. H. Merle d’Aubigne, History of 
the Reformation of the Sixteenth Cen- 
tury (New York, American Tract 
Society), vol. I, p. 250. 

? Ibid., pp. 250-51. 

* Ibid., p. 241. 

* Acts 8:20. 

* D’Aubigne, op. cit., pp. 253-54. 

* Isa. 56:1, 7. 

* Rom. 6:23. 

‘Hartmann Grisar, S.J., Martin 
Luther: His Life and Work (St. Louis, 
Herder Book Co.), p. 92. 

* D’Aubigne, > cit., p. 243. 

*James Mackinnon, Ph.D., D.D., 
Luther and the Reformation (London, 
— Green & Co., 1925), vol. I, 


Dp. " 

“ Heinrich Boehmer, Road to Refor- 
mation: Martin Luther to the Year 
1521 (Philadelphia, Muhlenberg Press, 
1946), p. 175. 

% D’Aubigne, op. cit., p. 259. 

* Boehmer, op. cit., p. 182. 

* Mackinnon, op. cit., p. 292. 
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% Preserved Smith, Life and Letters 
of Martin Luther, (Cambridge, the 
Riverside Press, Houghton Mifflin Co., 
1911), p. 127. 

* Currie, pp. 17-19. 

™ Mackinnon, op. cit., vol. II, pp. 
14, 15. 

* Works of Martin Luther (Phila- 
delphia, A. J. Holman Co. and the 
Castle Press, 1915), vol. I, p. 10. 

* John 3:16. 

* Rom. 6:23. 

* Rom. 8:1. 











Catholie Charities 


Not many months ago an edi- 
torial appeared in the Chicago 
Daily News entitled “Catholic 
Charities,” which gave consider- 
able praise to that organization 
for expending more than seven 
million dollars in worthy cases of 
need. The following letter was 
written by Pastor Wally White to 
Mr. Clem Lane, Editor of the 
paper, and to Mayor Richard Da- 
ley. The replies of Mr. Lane and 
the Mayor’s office are also shown. 


Mr. Clem Lane 
Chicago Daily News 
Dear Sir: 

Your article “Catholic Chari- 
ties,” on the editorial page of May 
6th, is the reason for this letter. 
The tardiness of this reply is due 
to my absence from the city, and 
I write you only in the interest of 
fair play and true presentation of 
facts. In keeping with Time mag- 
azine statement as to the usual 
fairness of the Daily News, I sub- 
mit that the article mentioned is 
not a fair or accurate presenta- 
tion of the facts, and that recon- 
sideration of equal prominence 
with the original article should be 
given. 

First, you state that Catholic 
Charities were “at a record high 
of $7,819,691 in 1954.” In the 
next sentence you state that Com- 
munity Fund contributed $1,035,- 
359, and Public Welfare funds ac- 
counted for $2,428,094. This 
makes a total of $3,463,153, or a 
rough total of 44% of the total 
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amount spent by Catholic Chari- 
ties. Now, 44% is not far from 
being HALF of the total amount. 
And, this 44% was contributed 
from sources that are not strictly 
Catholic. How then, in all fair- 
ness, can such be truly presented 
as Catholic Charities? 

Furthermore, the opening 
words of paragraph two tell a 
terrific story in themselves: ... 
“Operating expenses of the 58 
charitable agencies within this 
group were at a record high of 
$7,819,691.” It would indeed be 
interesting to know how much of 
the 44% ($3,463,153) contributed 
by Community Fund and Public 
Welfare . . . went to pay salaries 
and expenses of Catholic officials 
and workers claimed necessary to 
administration of welfare. 

Then, too, it would be very in- 
teresting to know how much of 
the $4,356,538 actually came from 
Catholic Churches. To deduct 
from this amount contributions 
by individuals and business or- 
ganizations, contributed under 
“Catholic political pressure,” 
would present an entirely differ- 
ent picture of the true amount 
contributed by Catholic Churches 
in offerings given specifically for 
charities. How much longer must 
the general public carry such a 
load? 

Another interesting matter is 
that presented in paragraph 
three. You state... “the Catho- 
lic population in Chicago is the 
largest (1,800,000) in any Amer- 
ican city.” U.S. News and World 
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Views and opinions expressed iat s 
department do not necessarily pep. 
sent the view-point of this Ma | 
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Report in the May 27th issue, 
the article “Chicago’s Comebag’ 
states on page 39: “Latest 4 
mates give the city of Chicy 
3,798,000 people.”’ Chicago Chur) 
Federation records show thy 
54% of the Chicago population 
Protestant. This would : 
total of 2,046,060 and leave a tots th 
of only 1,742,940 against thi Des 
claimed 1,800,000 Catholics, Pp k 
sure there is a large number den 
the above remaining 1,742.94 
that could be claimed by neither} yj 
the Protestants or the Catholics wok 
So, what is the answer? Mo 

Our own experience with wel it 
fare cases shows that a very in tak 
teresting situation would indeed 
be developed by a study of im is: 
partial responsible parties, as to ter 
how Public Welfare funds ar 
controlled by the Catholic Church} ; 
and a very good answer should be pe 
forthcoming as to why PUBLIC}, 
WELFARE FUNDS should go 
through Catholic controlled offices} 0 
and personnel rather than go di- 
rectly to the individuals or fami-| Vv 
lies involved. Is this “too-hot” a’ ¥ 
potato for either newspapers or| D 
politicians to handle? 


W. W. Wuire, Pastor | 4 
Chicago Gospel Tabernacle J 
Chicago, Illinois a 


Dear Mr. White: gi 
Your letter of June 22 regard . 
ing the “Catholic Charities” edi-}™ 
torial of May 6. . 
You raise some most interest 
ing questions in your letter. We 
are looking into them. 
Thank you for writing us. 


CLEM LANE 
City Editor 
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Chicago Daily News 






Dear Rev. White: 

Your letter of May 14th regard-}' 
ing the Daily News article of May}! 
6 on “Catholic Charities” has}! 
been received. ; 

May we suggest that you direct 
a letter to the Community Fund} 
which has a board to consider}! 
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_ J putters of distribution. And you 
+ § gight also send a communication 
‘4 ipthe Director of Public Welfare 
mE sho is appointed by the Governor 
ies of the State of Illinois, as to the 
_§ allotment of welfare funds. 

Both of these agencies will un- 
dgubtedly be glad to give con- 
dderation and attention to your 
mquest for information concern- 
ing their distribution of funds. 


F. G. FOSTER 
Secretary to the Mayor 






































The Pope’s Man 
Dear Dr. Montafio: 


Enclosed is some correspon- 
dence that you may find useful, 
. a little exchange of letters 
with Newsweek magazine pro- 
wked by their article on Cardinal 
Montini . . . I do hope you can use 
it in some way. I'd also like to 
take this opportunity to say that 
[think the CONVERTED CATHOLIC 
jga wonderful publication, writ- 
ten in a highly literate, objective 

alti way. You’re doing a badly needed 
rch, job in informing the American 
d be people of the forces on foot in the 
te world today. 
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WILLIAM ROSE 
fices| Clyde, Ohio 

0 di- 

ami-| Newsweek 

it” a| New York, N. Y. 

S Or| Dear Sirs: 

I notice in your article on the 
tor | Archbishop of Milan (Newsweek, 
June 13) that the Roman Catholic 
Church is making an effort to re- 
gain the working classes of Eu- 
ard.) Pe: May I suggest that the rea- 
‘edi sn they lost them in the first 
place is contained in the first sen- 
rea tence of the article: “The hand 

We with the large diamond-studded 
tng . . .” and later when the 
author mentions Montini’s “rath- 
e tasteful picture collection (in- 
tuding some quite fine Renais- 
sance paintings) and a storied 
30,000-volume library.” Such a 
wigar display of wealth before 
ard-|Workers whose babies are starv- 
May}itg has alienated them for cen- 
has}¥ries and will continue to alien- 

ate them. 

irect} In addition, a number of us 
‘undjtoted an apparent discrepancy in 
siderjthe article which we _ believe 
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should be explained in order to 
uphold the good name of News- 
week. The author says, speaking 
of the French worker-priest ex- 
periment, that “some 50 of the 
100 worker-priests refused to 
obey the order, although only 
three left the church.” However, 
the Time magazine report of the 
same affair (December 14, 1953) 
said: “Of some 90 priests, ten 
married and an estimated 15 are 
now working with the Commu- 
nists.” If ten are married and ap- 
proximately 15 are working with 
the Communists, then how can it 
be that only three left the church? 
I was under the impression that a 
priest could neither marry nor aid 
the Communists. 

The author of the article was 
very obviously sympathetic to the 
Roman Catholic Church, and in 
lieu of an explanation we will be 
forced to assume that he, with the 
assent of Newsweek’s editors, fal- 
sified the facts through an excess 
of partisan zeal. 

The whole article, in fact, 
shows very little evidence of ob- 
jective reporting. Even the title, 
“The Pope’s Man, the People’s 
Power,” was slanted. It’s obvious 
that Montini is the Pope’s man, 
but no attempt was made to prove 
he’s the people’s power. The whole 
article was based on the attempt 
of the Roman Catholic Church to 
regain the people, but not a fact 
was presented to justify the head- 
line. 

WILLIAM ROSE 


Dear Mr. Rose: 


Thank you for your letter con- 
cerning our June 13th story about 
the Archbishop of Milan. 

A portion of your letter has 
been included in our “Letters” 
column in our July 18th issue... 

We have checked our material 
concerning the French worker- 
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priest experiment with our edi- 
torial department and they assure 
us that this information is cor- 
rect, founded on facts obtained 
from the Vatican itself and the 
French church. We certainly were 
sorry to hear that you felt this 
article was biased, for objectivity 
in reporting the news is the car- 
dinal principle of our editorial 
policy. We try to present all the 
significant news of the week in as 
completely unbiased and objective 
manner as is humanly possible... 


DwicHt W. Norris 
For the Editors of Newsweek 


Mary and Writings 
(Continued from page 15) 

tory, even blasphemous, to the 

Godhead this teaching really is! 


‘The Evangelical Christian finds 


in God the Father all the qualities 
characteristic of motherhood. We 
read in Isaiah 66:13 that even the 
supposedly austere Jahveh of the 
Israelites comforts His people as 
a mother her children: “As one 
whom his mother comforteth, so 
will I comfort you .. .” And 
Christ Himself compared His feel- 
ings to the protective instinct of 
the mother hen: “O Jerusalem, 
Jerusalem, . . . how often would I 
have gathered thy children to- 
gether, even as a hen gathereth 
her chickens under her wing .. .” 
(Matt. 23 :37) 

What a wonderful privilege it 
is to place all our confidence and 
hope directly in God our Father, 
Jesus, our Saviour, and the Holy 
Spirit, our Guide and Sanctifier! 


‘Encyclopedia Britannica (New 
York, 1910, 11th ed.), Vol. Il, p. 176. 

* Origen, Prologus in Cantica Canti- 
corum (Lommatzsch, XIV), p. 325: 
“De scripturis his, quae appellantur 
apocryphae, pro eo quod multa in iis 
corrupta et contra fidem veram in- 
veniuntur a majoribus tradita non 
placuit iis dari locum nec admitti ad 
auctoritatem.” 

* Rev. E. R. Hull, S.J., First Book of 
Our Lady, p. 22. 

* Loc. cit. 

5 Jules Lebreton, S.J., and Jacques 
Zeiller, The History of the Primitive 
Church (New York, 1949; tr. by Ern- 
est C. Messenger), p. 1170, note 7. 

*As quoted by Mrs. J. Sadlier in 
Life of the Blessed Virgin Mary (New 
York, 1866), p. 58, note. 

"Emilio Campana, Maria nel Culto 
Cattolica (Marietti, Torino-Roma, 
1933), vol. I, p. 250. 

* Benedict XIV, “Gloriosae Dominae.” 
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Richard J. Cushing, D.D., 


Archbishop of Boston: “For mil- 
lions of sincere people, some of 
them fanatics, but by no means 
all, alcohols, or even the lightest 
wines, are tinged with evil and 
condemned as sinful because of a 
distorted understanding of the 
nature of something so often and 
so easily abused. 

“It is easy for us, priests of the 
sane, balanced tradition of Cath- 
olic Christendom, to mock the ex- 
cesses of doctrines concerning liq- 
uor and its usage which frequent- 
ly show up in the pronouncements 
and policies of non-Catholic ex- 
tremists. What we should not for- 
get—indeed what we sometimes 
know even better than they—is 
how many and how distressing 
are the experiences of mankind 
which lie behind impatience with 
the cup that gladdens and how 
many are the evils which have 
flowed from the misguided use of 
alcohol. Recognition of these evils, 
together with close-at-hand ex- 
perience with the problems they 
in turn create, has turned many 


of our own priests and people 
into militant adversaries of the 
liquor trade and the use of alcohol 
in even its mildest forms . 


“Clearly it becomes impossible 
for one of right reason who reads 
the Scriptures to think’ of wine 
as being anything but good. To 
the basic goodness of a creature 
of God, Christ has added a new 
and unique goodness, that of a 
channel of the grace of God. The 
‘philosophy’ of the balanced 
priest, basing his principles on 
the inspired word of Scripture 
and the mind of Christ’s Church, 
must rigorously exclude any 
Manicheism, Puritanism, or rig- 
orism which pretends that this 
creature is evil in itself simply 
because it may be evil for me or 
admit of evil use by others. 

“The Christian ‘philosophy’ 
concerning these beverages will 
therefore acknowledge their good- 
ness and their worth. It will be 
positive in its approach to the 
evaluation of these creatures as 
all others; it will avoid inhibitions 
and prohibitions of a negative 


as wl Survivors of Persecution in Desperate Need 


Hebrew er survivors of persecution are scattered all over 
Europe. Some of them are still destitute and in desperate need. How 
grateful we are to Christians who help us in our ministry of relief 

- and witness amongst Christ’s suffering people. Here is a description 
' of some whom we have helped. A survivor of the gas chamber says: 


“For ten years my daughter and I have been refugees. All our 


loved ones died in the gas c 


for the food package. 


A missionary ongiiar in German 
ing back from China, 


chambers. With all my heart I thank you 


says: 


“Elderly Hebrew Chris- 
uth 


America, and other coun- 


tries. They fight against bitter misery and unemployment. Your gifts 
to help these poverty-stricken people are an answer to our prayers.” 


Our work of relief and Christian witness amongst Christ’s desti- 


Rev. Jacob Peltz 


tute brethren is urgently in need of your prayerful support. Help us 
to relieve the pangs of hunger and sup: 
Christians in our Homes for ‘ates and t 


rt the helpless Hebrew 
aged. Send your gift to 


THE INTERNATIONAL HEBREW CHRISTIAN ALLIANCE 


REV. JACOB PELTZ, Ph.B., B.D., Secretary 
Dept. CC 


U.S. A. 
5630 North Campbell Avenue 
Chicago 45, Illinois 


Canada 
91 Bellevue Avenue 
Toronto, Ontario 


character. It will restrict, 
haps even forbid, in a sp 
case, but in general it will h 
wholesome outlook concer 
this creature that God made 
—and Christ made holy . 

“Praise God in all his ¢ 
tures—and attribute no ey 
that which He made g 
Priest, August, 1955) 


Rev. John W. Keogh 


Intemperance is a “major 
lem of our day,” Rev. Joh 
Keogh, president of the Cat 
Total Abstinence Union of Aj 
ica, told its 83rd annual ce 
tion at Atlantic City, N. J. Sti 
ing that medical science re 
alcoholism as one of the greg 
of health problems, the jp 
said it “called for the comb 
cooperative efforts of medics 
social science and theology.” ( 
Watchman-Examiner, Aug. 
1955) q 


Kenneth Rexroth, 


author and poet: “Offhand I) 
think of only one comparable 
the Crusades] outburst of hist 
cally important criminality— 
destruction of Peru by Pizai 
But here a great and noble cif 
zation was destroyed in a ma 
of weeks by a gang of thugs, i 
the population was given ove 
murder and slavery for 500 ye 
The Crusaders did less dam 

(The Nation, September 10, 19 


Argentine Bishops 


“BUENOS AIRES — With % 
gentina still gripped by ten 
and fear, the Bishops of the Co 
try have served notice to the 
on regime that the Church 
renounce her right to interven 
the nation’s political life when 
ligious and moral issues 4 
stake. : 
“Ordered read in all chure 
the hierarchy’s statement 
heard only a few days before’ 
Holiness Pope Pius XII, speak 
at an audience to historians 
tending an international cong 
in Rome, had declared that” 
Church has a moral duty to ¢ 
pose civil laws when they viol 
divine rights.” (North Care 
Catholic, September 23, 1955) 
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